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Key to Questions and Tasks

1. a. (A word is the smallest unit only when it is free, i.e it can
stand alone, because all the complex words can be further divided
into smaller units. )

2. d. (Differences between sound and form result from four major
factors; 1) more morphemes than leiters (46 morphemes but 26
lerters), 2) stahilization of spelling, 3) deliberate change of
spelling by early seribes for easier recognition, 4) borrowing of
foreign words (which are often against the convention of English
spelling and prenunciation). It is true that linguists such as Web-
sler made innovations, but the purpose was to reduce the differ-
ences, not to create differences. }

3. a. (All the rest four features have exceptions except “all national
character”, which is true of every word in the basic word stock.
If a word, simple or complex, has this characteristic, the word

must belong to the basic word stock, )

4. a. alien b. intrinsic/logical, meaning, arbitrary
c. Denizens d. common, ohsolete
e. stable, Functional, higher f. semantic loan

5. Vocabulary is most commonly used to refer to the sum total of all
the words of a language. It can also refer to all the words of a
given dialect, a given book, a given subject and all the words
possessed by an individual person as well as all the words current
in a particular period of time in history.

6. Sound is the physical aspect of a word and meaning is what the
sound refers to. Sound and meaning are not intrinsically related
and their connection is arbitrary and conventional. For example,
tree /tri/ refers to # in English because the English-speaking

people have agreed to do so just as Chinese people use /shi/to



refer to the same thing. This explains why people of different
languages use different sound to express the same concept. Even
in the same language, the same sound can have different mean-
ings e.g. /rait/ can mean right (JEWHEY; ), riee (YT,
L) and write (5).

7. a. loose woman b. fellow c. pistol d. great
e. coward f. fight g. police h. drunk
1. woman i- gl

8. haply = perhaps albeit = although
methinks = it seems to me eke = also
sooth = truth morn — morning
troth = {faith ere = before
quoth = said hallowed = holy
billow = wave/the sea bade = hid

9. Neologisms are newly-created words or old words with new
meanings. For example, in the fast-developing information era,
a large number of new terms are creaied in computer science,
such as internet. FE-mail, data hank which are brand-new
words. There are also old words which have acquired new mean-
ing, such as mouse (BIR), monizor (BEFREE), etc.

10. Native words are those of Anglo-Saxon origin, which are small
in number. Loan-words are borrowed from other languages. It
is estimated loan-words constitute about 80% of the modern
English vocabulary. Native words cannot compare with loan-
words in number, but have a more important role in the lan-
guage. MNative words form the mainstream of the basic word
stock whereas only a limited number of borrowed words belong

to the comron core.



11. denizens aliens translation-loans semantic loans

kettle confrere chopstick dream
die pro patria silk gift
wall Wunderkind  black humour bloom
SKirt mikado long time no see

hushand parvenu typhoon

{There 1s overlapping between these classes, e.g. #yphoor can

go to aliens, and sifk to denizens) .

Additional Exercise
1. Decide whether the feilowing are true or false.
{ ) a. A word can be defined in different ways from different
points of view.
{ } b. Under no circumstances can sound and meaning be logi-
cally related.
( ) ¢. The introduction of printing press resulted in a lot more
differences between sound and form.
{ } d. The words a person can use in speaking and writing form
his active vocabulary.
( y e. The principles by which to classify words are usage, no-
tion and origin.
{ ) I. Native words are more popular than foreign words.
{ ) g. Native words enjoy the same features as the basic word
stock and more.
2. Give a term for each of the following definitions.
a. sub-standard words often used on informal occasions ( )
b. specialized vocabulary common in certain professions ( )
¢. words used by sub-cultural groups particularly by underground

sociely ( )



d. words that have clear notions J

e. words of Anglo-Saxon origin )

f. words borrowed by way of translation ( )
g. old words with new meanings ( )

Key to Additional Exercise
1. a. {T) h. (F) c. (T d. (1) e. {F)

f. (F) g. (T)
2. a. slang b. jargon c. argot
d. content words e. native words  f. translation lpans

g. neologisms

Chapter 2
NS 5 AN TS B 6 UK S, B 9 UM N A 11 5

Key to Questions and Tasks

1. The Indo-European l.anguage Family is one of the most impor-
tant language families in the world. [t is made up of most of the
languages of Europe, the Near East and India. English belongs
to this family and the other members of the Indo-European Lan-
guage family have different degrees of infiuence on English vo-

cabulary. A knowledge of the Indo-European Language Family



will help us understand English words hetter and use 1them more

appropriately.

Indo-European Language Family

3 f T T | | o

Balto -Slnvic Armenian Indo-Tranian Albanian Celtic  Hellenic Germanic Italic

| l oo \

[*russian Fersian Trish Greelk  Norwegan Porruguese
Lithuanian Hindi Breion irelandic  Spanish
Polish Scottish Danish [talian
Bulgarian Swedish  Roumanian
Sloveman English  French
Russian {rerman
3. 1150, Old English, 50 000—o60 000, 1500, modern English,
1500—1700, modern
4.1) T 2) T 3) 7T 4 F 5) T 6) T
7y F 8) T 9} ¥ 10) T i1) T 12) F
5. Words of Greek or Latin origin:

course, human, event, necessary, people, dissolve, political,
connected, assume, separate, equal, station, nature, entitle,
decent, respect, opinion, requires, declare, causes, impel, sepa-

ration

. There are three major modes of modern vocabulary development:

creation, semantic change and borrowing.

1) Creation refers to the formation of new words by using the
existing materials, namely roots, affixes and other elements.

2) Semantic change means an old form which takes on a new
meaning to meet the new need.

3} Borrowing is to take in words from other languages.

. savale {late) servant {early} genre (late)



gender (early) message (early) message {late)

chapel (early) chapesu (late) morale {late}
moral (early} button (early) cartoon (late)
8. 1} Scandinavian 2} Latin 3) Greek
4) Italian 5) French
9. allegro, f §ethed alto, i WAEH
andante, j 1%, B crescendo, b HFRAY
diminuedo, g #F 53 forte, e BT
largo, d TEBH) piano, h FFKH]/ H
pianoforte, a 2T TR soprano, ¢ e o
10. yacht [Dutch] #F#E taboo [Polynesian] =
cotton [ Arabic] %3 chocolate [ Mexican] T3 71
coolie [ FHindi] & 71 czar [ Russian] ¥ &

kimono [Japanese] MAR  boomerang [ Australian native] ] €8¢
chili [ Mexican ] BH# shampoo { Hindi] Fik

wonton [ Chinese {8 1 tatarni [Japanese] FL

Muslim [Arabic] BBEi#K  kangaroo [ Australian native] ¥,
voodoo[ African [{F &R kibitz| German | Z ¥ ; A F R B M
wok [Chinesc) 3 saverkraut [ German] 783

Additional Exercise
1. Fill in the brackets of the following tree diagram which shows the

famnily relations of the modern languages.



Indo-European lrmguage Family

| | ] | ] T

( } Armenian Indo-Iramian { 3 Germanic Celtic { J

|

Prussian

{ }
Bulgarian
Slovenian
( )

[Lithuanian

| I |

Persian Portuguese Spanush { ) Greek
Hinds Spanish Nerwegian Scottish

( 7 Jeeland

{ 3} Danish

Romanian  ( )

( )

2. Each of the statements below is followed by four alternative an-

swers. Choose the one that would best complete the statement

and put the letter in the bracket.

{ ) 1.
{ ) 2.
( ) 3.
( ) 4

The [ndo-European Langnage Family accordingly fall in-
to ______ principle groups, which can be grouped into an
Eastern set and Western set.

A, eight B. six C. five D. several

In the Eastern Set, and are each the only

modern language respectively.

A, Italic/ Germanic B. Aibanian/Armenian

C. Celtie/Hellenic D. Balto-Slavic/ Indo-Iranian
All these languages have some influence on English to a
greater or lesser extent because each has __ the
English vacabulary.

A. borrowed words from B. enlarged words to

(. decreased words to b. lent words into

. The first peoples known to inhabit the British Isles were

. Their languages were dialects of still another

branch of the Indo-European Language Family——



A. German /Germanic B. Celts / Celtic
C. Ttalian / Ttalic D. Sweden / Swedish
{ ) 5. The Norman Congquest started a continual flow of French

words into English. ol them are still in use to-

day.
A. Eighty-five percent B. Fifty-six percent
C. Seventy-two percent D. Seventy-five percent

( ) 6. Modern English began with the establishmen: of
in England.
A. printing . B. Bourgeois Revolution
C. Industrial Revolution D. the Renaissatice

( ) 7. In the growth of present-day English vocabulary, there
are three main sources of new words , the rapid develop-
ment of modern science and technology, soctal, econom-
ic and political changes; the infleenceof
A. the educational system
B. other cultures and languages
C. the government system

D. the society changes

( Yy 8. The modes of modern English vocabulary grow through
three major channels: , semantic change,
A. exchange/lending B. derivation/borrowing
C. creation/borrowing D. affixation /creation

3. The {ullowing groups of words are lean words. Identify them and
then translate them into Chinese.
egg chocolate
status Muslim

grammar wok



plano shampoo
pork tatami
chili voodoo

4. Why do we say “English is a heavy borrower” 7 Please justify it.

Key to Additional Exercise
l.

Indo-European Language Family

— : ] |
{ Balto -Slavic} Armenian Indo- Iranian {(ftalic)  Germanic  Celtic ( Hellenic }

| | | | | |

Prusssan Persian Portuguese Swedish (Irish ) reek
( Russian ) Hindi Spanish  Norwegian Seettish
Bulganan (French) lceland { Welsh )
Slovenian {Jtalian) Demish { Breton )
( Poizsh ) Remanian  ( Fnglisk )
Lithuanian { German )
{ Czech )
2.1} A 2)B 3D 4) B
5) D 6) A 7} B 8) C
3. cgg/Scandinavian & chocolate/ Mexican P15 77
status/ Latin  HB{% Muslim/ Arabic  FEHTHK
grammar/Greek &iA wok/Chinese ¥
piano/ Italian WEF shampoo/ Hindi  #F il
pork/French %A tatami/ Japanese HLH
chili/Mexican T B voodoo/ African K EEH

4. English owes 80% of its vocabulary to other languages. That is
to say English has borrowed 80 percent of its vocahulary from

other languages. In fact, the English vocabulary contains words

from all the major languages of the world. No other language of
the world has borrowed so heavily. Therefore, the name “heavy

barrower” is appropriate.



Chapter 3

Key to Questions and Tasks

1. a. morpheme b. allomerph
¢. hound morpheme d. free morpheme
e. affix f. inflectional affix
g. derivational affix h. root
1. stem

2. individualistic undesirables
individualist {stem) undesirable (stem)
individual {stem} desirable {stem)
dividual {stem) desire (root, stem)

dividu (root, stem)

3.
free morpheme = free root
morphemc{ bound roat
bound morpheme inflectional affix
affix prefix
derivational affix{ _
suffix

Additional Exercise

1. Explain the {following terms:
1) morpheme
2) allomorph

3) bound morpheme

4} free morpheme
5} affix

6) inflectional affix
7) derivational affix
8} root

9) stem



2. Complete the following sentences with proper words according to
the text.

1) Structurally, a word is not the _ unit because many

words are analysable or segmentable.
2) The morpheme is the smallest functioning unit in the compo-
sition of
3) Morphemes fall into different classes by different criteria of
classification. Now people tent to group morphemes into
and

4) According to the functions of affixes, we can put them into

ETOUDS: _and

5} The number of inflectional affixes is __and .

which makes English one of the easiest languages to learn.

6) Derivational affixes can be further divided into ___ and

7Y A, whether free or bound, generally carnes the
main component of meaning in a word.

8Y A _ can be defined as a form to which affixes of any
kind can be added.

Key to Additional Exercise
1. 1) a minimum meaningful unit of a language

2) one of the variants that realize a morpheme



3) a morpheme that occurs with at least one other morpheme
4) a morpheme that can stand alone

5) a morpheme attached to a stem or a root

6) an affix that indicates grammartical relationships

7) an affix that forms new words with a stem or a root

8) what remains of a word after the removal of all affixes

9) a form to which affixes of any kind can be added

. 1) smallest

2) words

3) free morphemes, bound morphemes

4) inflectional {affixes), derivational {affixes)
S) small, stable

6) prefixes, suffixes

7} root

#) stemn

Key to Questions and Tasks

vocabulary, affixation, compounding, conversion, 30—40,

compounding, conversion, acronymy, len

Affixation

1. derivation, stems, prefixation, suffixes, speech, tmeaning, suf-
fixes

2. The best way to classify prefixes is in accordance with meaning
because prefixes do not generally change the word-class of the
stem but its meaning.

3. nonsmoker, incapable, impractical, disobey, insecurity, irrele-
vant, immature, inability/disability, unofficially, unwilling-
ness, illegal, disagreement, illogical, disloyal, inconvenient,
nonathletic

4. harden, horrify, modernize, memorize, falsify, apologize, deep-
en, glorify, sterilize, lengthen, intensify, beautify, fatten,

sympathize

a. apologized b. beautify ¢. lengthening

d. sympathized e. fatten f. harden

g. modernizing h. sterilize



5. a. employees b. politician c. participant
d. waltress e. conductor f. teacher
g. pianist h. examinee, examiner

6. historically, publicly, excitedly, favourahly, successfully, no-
tably
7 admission/ admittance, acceptance, allowance, entry, expecta-

tion, warmth, strength, persuasion, jealousy

8. trans = across: transcontinental, transworld
mono- = one: monorail, monoculture
super- = over, above: superstructure, supernatural
auto- = self: autcbiography, automobile
sub- = below: subbranch, subconscious
mal- = bad, badly: malpractice, malnutrition
mini- = little, small: minicrisis, miniwar
pre- = before: prehistorical, preelection
ex- = former: ex-teacher, ex-filmstar
Compounding

l1.a F b. T c. T d. F e. T

2. breakthrough, downfall, outbreak, outcry, intake, runaway,
downslide, hangover

3. Compound verbs are formed through either conversion or back-
formation. eg:

Through conversion :

machine-gun (n. ) to machine-gun
first name {(n) to first-name
moonlight (n) to moonlight

bad mouth (n) to bad-mouth



Through back-formation

vacuum cleaner to vacuum-clean
mass production to mass-produce
sight-seeing to sight-see
tape recorder to tape-record

As shown by the examples, back-formed verb compounds are

made mainly by dropping the suffix; -er, -ion, -ing, etc.

4. well- . well-behaved, well-qualified
-woman: sportswornan, chairwoman
-wide: nationwide, college-wide
~minded: strong-minded, narrow-minded
self-. self-taught, self-image
-related: work-related, age-related
-proof; water-proof, fire-proot
-in-law; mother-in-law, sister-n-law
hote- : home made, home-baked
half-; half-empty, half-forgotten
-conscious: profit-conscious, status-conscious

-based: campus-based, process-based

Conversion

1. a. T h. F c. T d. F e. T . T

2. When adjectives are converted into nouns, some are completely
changed, thus known as full conversion, and others are partially

changed, thus known as partial conversion. Adjectives which are



fully converted can achieve a full poun status, e.g. having all the

characteristics of pouns. That is they can take a/an or-s/-es 1o

indicate singular or plural forms: « native, a Republican, «

pair of shorts, [inals. Adjectives which are partially converted

still keep adjecuve features.

They shcould always be used with

the, and they cannot take s/ es to show plural forms. More-

over, the words can have comparative or superlative degrees: the

poor, the poorer, the Nyoung, the very unforiunate.

3. a. stomach (n -= v) b.
¢. wolfed (n — v) d
¢. familiars (& — n) f.
g. flatted (a — ¥) h
i. warmn (a = n) ]
k. Hamilet {n — v) 1.
m.smoothed (a — n) n.
o. small {(a — n) p.

g. right, wrong (a — n} r.

Blending

roormed {n —* v)

. come, go (v— n)

innocents {a — n}

. ahed, ouched {int — v)

has-been, might-have-been (v — n)
buy {v = m)
say (v — n)
hit {v — n)

braved {a — v)

motel {motor + hotel) ¥ RE

hurnint {human + intelligence) B4R

advertisciics (advertisement + statistics) [ HH I
skylab {sky + laboratory) KZFEE'E

hoverport {hovercralt + port) HEAEL

chunnel (channel t tunnel) HEWEREE

hi-fi (high + fidelity) SBEER TR &

medicaid {medical + aid) E3TIRENH )



Clipping

copter—helicopter dorm-—dormitory
lab—laboratory prefab—prefabricated house
gas— gasoline prof—professor
scope—1telescope champ—champion
sarge-—sergeart mike—microphone
ad—advertisement tec—detective

Acronymy

1. Initialisms are words pronounced letter by letter whereas

acronyms are pronounced as common words.

Initialisms
VIOA Voice of America
BBC British Broadcasting Corporation
UFO Unidentified Flying Object
Acronyms
radio /reidisu/ radic detecting and ranging
AlLDS /ewds/ acquired immune deficiency syndrome
TEFL /tefl/ teaching English as a foreign language
2. kg—kilogram ft—foot ci—rconfer cm—centimeter
$ —dollar ibid—ibidem etc. —et cetera

VIP—very important person
OPEC—0Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
TOEFL—Test of English as a Foreign Language

3. a. SALT b. radar c. AIDS d. BASIC
e. laser f. WHO g. sonar h. G-man
Back-formation

. Back-formation is a method of creaiing words by removing the

suppused suffixes. Back clipping is to shorten a longer word by
cutting a part off the original and using what remains instead,

and what is cut off is not suffix in any way.



Back clipping Back-formation
advertisement — ad television — televise
bachelor -= bach author — auth

laboratory — lab

. lase — laser emote — emotion babysit — babysitter

beg — beggar orate — orator drowse — drowsy

Words from Proper Names

a. tantalize — Tantalus b. Argus-eyed — Argus

¢. narcissism — Narcissus d. sabotage — sabots

¢. martinet — Martinet f. vahoo — Yahoos

g. Shylock — Shyleck h. hoovering — Hoover

t. utopia — Utopia j- Uncle Tommism — Uncle Tom

Additional Exercise

i. Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Put F

(

{
{

and T in the brackets.

} a. The most productive ways of word-formation are affixation,
compounding and conversion,

) b. Shortening includes clipping and blending.

) ¢. Prefixation and suffixation are two subbranches of affixa-
TOn.

) d. Suffixation is the formation of new words by adding
prefixes to stems.

) e. Compounding is the formation of new words by joining two

0r more S1ems.



{ )} f. The linited number of verb compounds arc created either
through conversion or back-formarion.

{ ) g. Verb compounds in the way of back-formation are formed
mainty by dropping prefixes.

( 3} h. Conversion is the formation of new words by converting
words of one class to another class. These words are new
only in a grammatical sense.

( ) i. Blending is the formation of new words by combining parts
of two words or a word plus a part of another word.

{ ) j. Clipping , a way of making a word is to shorten a longer
word by cutting a part off the original and adding a new
part to the original.

{ ) k. Words formed through acronymy are called initialisms or
acronyms, depending on the spelling of the words.

{ ) 1. Back-formation is the methed of creating words by remov-
g the supposed suflixes.

2. Study the {ollowing words and decide how each word was

formed. Put your answer in the bracket.

Example: disobey {affixation or prefixation }

disloyal ( ) harden ( }
mass-produce  { } Thotel ( )
downfall { ) dorm ( )
incapahle { } VOA 4 )
glorify ( ) radar ( )
edit ( ) sandwich ( )
farmlzars { ) gas { )
waler-proof ( ) QuUIXOTiC ( )

Affixation
1. Whart is affixation?

2. What is the difference between prefixation and suffixation”
3. What is the fundamental difference between prefixes and sut-

Fixes?



4. Match the prefixes in column A with the words in column B,

A B

dis- capable

il- willingness

m- legal

in- agreement

1or- officially

un convenient
smoker

5. Mateh the suffixes in Column A with the words in Column B.

A B
et book
-let friend
-ship wait
-tion China
-gne lady
-like protect
-able natural
Iy wash
-en dark
-ty heauty
Compounding

1. Express the following in one compound waord:
a. someone who writes songs

h. someone who cleans windows

c. the race for arms

d. the train in the morning
e. a mine for gold

f. bathe in the sun

g. as cheap as dirt

h. tanned by the sun



2. The compounds in each of the following pairs are sirilar in struc-
ture. Please indicate the differeat relations of the elements of the
two compounds in each pair by syniactic paraphrases.

Example ; duty-free: free from duties

raindrop flowerbed

air-tight sea-green

a well-rneant remark a well-behaved person
war-ruined houses country-bred boys

a computer-designer a sun-bather

steamn engine fire engine

silkworm gaslight

handwriting faultfinding

an ocean-going ship peace-loving people
language teacher baby-sitter

3. Translate the following into Chinese:

a. knee-decp {. puch dark / black
b. life-like g. carefree

¢. snow-white h. soundproof

d. nation-wide i. fireproof

¢. shoulder-high j- lifelong

4. According 1o the definitions given below, write the other part of
rhe noun compounds, the first part already given.

a. a stretch of land, round a town, where building is not al-

lowed, so that the ficlds, woods, etc., remain: green

b. a booklet giving all the most important information about a

subject: hand
c. an idea that comes later: after _
d. a pill which helps a person to sleep: sleeping

€. a headline repeated on consecutive pages (as of a book): run-

ning



f. a cloth that is used for washing one's face and body: wash

g. strong sunlight as when there are no clouds: sun

h.

i. a public show of anger: out

the acnon of forcing a way through the enemy: break

§. a division into smaller parts: break

5. Turn the phrasal verbs below into compounds:

break through fall down break out
take in slide down cry out
ran away hang over

Conversion

1. Choose the best answer to complete each statement.

(

{

} a. Conversion i1s a method

A of turning words of one part of speech to those of a dif-

ferent part of specch

B of converting words of one meaning into different

meaning

C of deriving words through grammmatical means

D  of changing words in morphological structure

3 b. Words involved in conversion are mainly _

) oo

A nouns, verbs and adverbs

B unouns, adjectives and verbs

C  nouns, prepositions and verbs

D as:ljectives, adverbs and verbs

In & derivational process, an item is converted (o a new

word class without the addition of an affix. The name is

A {ul! conversion B partial conversion

. {functional shift D  zero-derivation



{ ) d Almost all monomorphemic ______ can be conversed into
nouns, which are semantically related to the original verbs
in various ways.

A verbs B adjectives
 adverbs D prepositions

{ ) e. Nouns converted from adjectives have all the characteristics
of nouns and achieve a full noun status, thus known as
A partial conversion B {ull conversion
C {unctional shift [) grammatical shift

( ) {. Nouns partially converted from adjectives do not possess all
the qualities a noun does. They must be used together with
A plural forms B single forms
C adjectives D definite articles

{ ) g. The conversion of twn-syllable nouns into verbs involves a

change of ____
A speliing B pronunciation
¢ stress D {function

( ) h. In most cases a noun can be converted to a verb
A with some changes
B without any change
C  with some changes in spelling
[ without any change in pronunciation
2. Give vour explanation for each of the following converted words
in the sentences below
4. So she belicved me and doctored my battered face, pleased
that she could be uscful.
b. The train was telescoped as a result of the collision,

¢. We cannot mandate a solution to inflation.

d. A team of experts at Columbia is now cataloguing the tapes
and indexing the transcripts, which will be available for schol-
arly rescarch.

¢. There will be a repeat of this program next week,



Heart transplants began ten vears ago. Why have RBritish doce-
tors done only four since then”
In the choice of diction he has a taste for the quaint and the
picturesgue.

. The correspondent tried to get an interview with the con-

demned.

He prelerred moderns like Mire and Klee.

. John has taken on some heavies before.

k. The television drearies the ball game.

The Prosident was sketchiest in broad brushing his goals in

foreign policy.

Blending

1. Explain the characteristics of blending with examples.

2. Explain the four types of blends with examples,

3. Analyses the formation of the following blends and translate them

into Chinese.

botel skvlab
chunnel humint
advertistics medicaid
workfare psywar
Nixcnomics comsat
Clipping
L. Explain the characteristics of clipping with examples.
2. Give examples to- explain the different types of clipping.
3. Read the following sentences and restore the full forms of the i-

talicised words.

a. Did vou see The Doctor’s Dilemma on telly last night?
( )

b. Palestinian demos mark massacres. ( )

c. The America was the first to nuke Two Japanese cities.

( )



d. Viet troops suffer setback in Kampuchea. ( )

e. The police asks for info on stolen computers. ( )

f. Rural credit co-ops to get more autonomy. ( )
g. Today, China acts to meet high-tech challenge. ( )

h. Setback for governing parties in Euro vote. ( )

Acronymy

1. What do the short forms stand for?
EEC, OPEC, SLAM, ELSS, EDVAC, GEM, NSC, ERDA,
ID

2. Explain the following words:
SALT laser AIDS V-Day D-Day G-man
Back-formation
1. Each of the statements below is followed by four alternative an-
swers. Choose the one that would best complete the statement
and put the letter in the bracket.
{ ) a. Back-formation is considered to be the opposite process of
A prefixation B suffixation
C  acronymy [D  conversion
types of words.

A 3 BE 4 C 5 D 2
() c. Stylisucally, back-formed words are largely and

{ } b. Back-formation usually involves

some of them have not gained public acceptance.
A formal B adjectives

. human nouns D informal

() d. Back-formation is the method of creating new wards by
the so-called suffixes.
A removing B combining
C shortening D  considering
2. Give the eriginal words from which the following words are back-
formed.

globe-trot brainwash



ghost-write sleep-walk

spoon-feed air-condition

bock-keep — browbeat

caretake gatecrash

housebreak housekeep .
mass-produce lase
proof-tead o sightsee

stage-man:ige me rry—!nake

strect-walk window-shop

Words from Proper Names
Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
()} a. Proper nouns form an important source of English vocabu-
lary.
() b. Words derived from names include names of people, names
ol country, names of products and names of books.
{ ) c. All the words denoting products come from the names of
places where they were first made.
( ) d. Quite a few words come from names of books and thus take
on the meaning of the books.
{ ) e. When proper nouns are commonized, many of them have lost
their original identity.
{ ) . Proper nouns have rich cultural associations and thus scylisti-
cally vivid, impressive and thought-provoking.

{ ) g. Proper nouns can not take suffixes.

Key to Additional Exercise
l.a. T b. T ¢. T d. F e. T f. T
g. F h. T i. T j. F k. F i. T
2. disloyal { prefixation, affixztion)
harden ( suffixation, affixation)
mass-produce { back-formation)
motel { blending)
downfall { compounding, conversion)

dorm { clipping}



incapable ( prefixation)

VOA { acronymy)

glonfy { suffixation)

radar { acronymy)

edit { back-formation)

sandwich { word from proper names)
famihiars { conversion)

gas ( clipping)}

water-proof { cornpounding)

quixotic {word from proper names)

Affixation

.

Affixation, also called derivation, is the formation of new words

by adding affixes to sterns.

2. While prefixation is to create new words by adding prefixes 1
stems, suffixation makes new words by adding suffixes to stems.

3. Generally speaking, prefixes do not change part of speech of the
sterns but their meaning whereas suffixes do change part of
speech but modify the meaning of stems.

4. dis + agreement il + legal
im t mature in + convenient/ in + capable
non + smoker un + officially
un t willingness

5. waiter, booklet, friendship, protection, Chinese, ladylike,
washable, naturally, darken, beautify

Compounding

1. a. song writer b. window-cleaner
C. Arms race d. morning train

e. gold mine f. sunbathe

g. dirt-cheap h. suntanned



2. a drop of rain
the bed for flowers
impermeable to air
as green as sea
a remark that is well meant
a person that behaves well
houses ruined by war
boys bred in the country
one who designs computer
one who bathes in the sun
engine powered or operated by steam
engine to prevent fire
worm that produces silk
light produced by gas
writing by hand
find faul
a ship that goes across oceans
people who love peace
one who teaches languages
one who sits with babies
3. a. BEAEHEH b. HMImA A
d. £EHMEM e. FTHGER
g. Joiih LR h. FBEH
j. #aE

4, a. green belt b. handbook
d. sleeping pill e. running head
g. sunshine h. breakthrough
j. breakup

5, breakthrough downfall outhreak

downslide outcry runaway

c. THH
f. $BH
1. BRAKHY

c. afterthought
1. washeleth

1. outery

intake

hangover



Conversion
1. a. A L. B c. D d. A
e. B . D g C h. B
2. a. doctored = applied medicine to
. was telescoped = became shorter by sliding into one another
¢. mandate = work out a solution by 1ssuing an authoritative or-
der
d. cataloguing = making a catalogue of
indexing = making an index of
e. a repeat = a rebroadcast
{. transplants = instances of transplanting
g. the quaint = something quaint
the picturesque = something picturesque
h. the condemned = the person who has been convicted
i. moderns = modern painters
j. heavies = big shots

k. drearies = makes deary (dull)
1. broad-brushing = describing in broad outline

Blending
1. Blending is the formation of new words by combining parts of
two words or a word plus a part of another word.
e.g. flush (flash + blush)
smog (smoke + fog)

2. Four major patterns:

head + tail

head + head

molel {motor + hotel }

telex (teleprinler + exchange}

head 4 word medicare {medical + care)

bookmobile (book + automobile)
3. botel (boat + hotel ) VIHETER FRIE
chunnel {channel + tunnel) RSB

advertistics (advertising + statistics) I &4

waord + tail



workfare (work + welfare) LYE#EH]

Nixanomics { Nixon + economics) JE 70 ¥ #2825 5 H %
skylab (sky + laboratory) KE& LT

hurint (human + intelligence)

medicaid (medical + aid) BIF R

psywar { psychological + warfare) /- H %

comsat { communications + satellite) I I E

Clipping
1. Clipping is a way of making a new word by cutting a part off the
original and using what remains instead.
e. g. omnibus — bus
aeroplane — plane
examination ~* exam
bicycle = hike
2. Four types of clipping .

(U front + clipping telephone — phone
{2} back clipping gentleman — gent
{3 front and back clipping refrigerator -~ fridge
@) phrase clipping popular music — pop
3. a. relevision b. demonstrations c. nuclear
d. Vietnamese e. information f. co-operatives
2. high technology h. European
Acronymy
1. EEC = European Economic Community

OPEC = Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
SILAM — Supersonic Low Altitude Missile
Strategic Low Altitude Mussile
ELSS extravehicular life support system
EDVAC = electronic discrele variable automatic computer

GEM = ground etfect machine



INSC — National Security Council
ERDA = Energy Research and Development Administration
iy = Identity Card
2. SALT: Strategic Arms Limitation Talks
laser: lightwave amplification by stimulated emission of radiation
AIDS: acquired immune deficiency syndrome
V-Day: Victory Day
D>-Day: decimalization day

(5-man: Government man

Back-formation

1. a. B h. B c. [ d. A

2. globe-trotter brainwashing
ghost-writer sleep-walker
spoon-Ted air-conditioning
book- keeping browbeating
carelaker gatecrasher
housebreaker housckeeper
mass production laser
proof-reading sightseeing
stage-manger merry-making
streetwalker window-shopping

Word from Proper Names
a. | L T c. F d. F e. T f. T g. F



Chapter 6 sense relations

Key to Questions and Tasks

L. Polyserny 1s a sense relation that deals with words of more than
one meaning.

2. Radiation i1s a semantic process which shows that the primary
meaning and each of the derived meanings are directly connected.
Neck
1} that part of a man or animal joining the head to the body;

2) that part of the garment;

3} the neck of an animal used as food;

4) a narrcw part between the head and body or base of any ob-
ject;

5) the narrowest part of anything.

(f these five meanings, 1} is the primary and all the rest
are derived but each of the other four is directly related to 1).
Therefore, we can say neck has developed through the process of
radiation.

Concatenation is a semantic process which shows that the
primary meaning gives birth to a second meaning and this second
meaning in turn give birth to a third meaning and so on. Each of
the derived meanings is directly related cnly to the previous

meaning and there is no direct connection between the primary

megning to the latest developed meaning.
Examples:
Candidate

1} white-robed;

2} office seeker in white gowns;

3) a person who seeks an office;

4) a person proposed for a place, award, etc.

Of the four meanings, 1)} is the primary and the other three
are derived, but each of the derived meanings is only directly related
to the preceding one and there is no direct connection between 1)
and 4). Therefore, we can say candidate has developed through the

process of concatenation.



3. result, monosemic/ monosemous, polysemic/ polysemous, prima-
rv, derived, polysemant, coexist, central, primary/first, relat-
ed, lraced

4. The word foard first denoting “a table” has larer acquired two
very divergent senses. Each of themn has given rise to another
sense from which the oniginal notion has disappeared. The pro-
cess can be shown as follows;

board

a picce (I)f timber
I

table
dining |— table council table
food served at councillors
table, esp. meals conumitiee
supphied by the directors of a
week or month company

“A group of persons who mange or control a business, school
a bl - - . [T
system, or council” is far removed from the original sense “a long
broad, flat piece of sawed wood” .
However, it is the result of natural development and can lLe
traced back step by step to the original sense. Thus it can be said to

have gone through the process known as concatenation .

Homonymy
1. a. T b. F c. F d. T e. F
2.

1) Make both ends meat is a parody of make both ends meer which
means have enough money for vne's needs”. Here the burcher
cleverly uses the pair of homonyms meet and mieqt to make a
pun. lt makes a proper answer to the lady’s question. (D Butch

ers canno! make both ends meat (make whole sausages with all

meal} because they cannot make both ends meet (If they made

sausages with only meat, which is more costly, they would not



2)

3)

4)

earn enough money to survive. ) 2} Don't complain. All the
butchers de the same. I am not the only one who is making
sausages with bread.

Swallow is a bird which is seen in summer. But by one swallow
we see, we cannol deduce that it is already summer time. swal-
Jowe can also mean a mouthful of wine. On a cold winter day, if
one has a swallow of wine, one may feel warm.

Weet sounds like weak which is the opposite of strong . Since
Sunday is the strongest, the others are naturally weak days.
Literally, a week contains six week days apart from Sunday.
The ambiguous meaning of the sound /wik/ makes the dialogue

humerous.

Paint the sun rose and the wind blue, which answers the question lit-
erally. But the sun rose and wind »{ue can be understood as “The sun

went upl rose Jand wind blew(which scunds like Hlue).”



Synonymy

1. Synonyms can be classified into absolule synonyms and relative

SYNONYms.
Absoclute synonyms are considered to be identical in every aspect,
and are interchangeable in all situations. They are confined 1o
technical terms like word formation —word-building . But even
technical terms like these might still have some slight difference,
for instance, one term may be more used than the other or one
term is preferable in some situation, etc. That is why we say
“true synonymy is non-existent.’

2. The existence of English synonyms is mainly due to (D borrow-
ing, 2 dialects and regional varieties, (3 {igurative and eu-
phemistic use of words, and @ coincidence of single words with
tdiomatic expressions.

3. same, nearly, identical, absolute, relative, Absolute, relative,

denotation, connotation, application

4. avaricicus—greedy courteously—politely
emancipate—set free customary—usual
width—breadth adversary—opponcnt
innocent—sinless obstacle—aobstruction

5. a.ability, talent, genius
b.alarmed, frightened, terror-stricken
¢.surprise, amaze, astonish
d.annoy, irritate, exasperate

e.pleasure, delight, rapture

f.sadness, sorrow, grief
g.excuse, pardon, forgive
h.eager, enthusiastic, zealous
1. panic, fear, horrer
j.insult, slander, abuse

(Note: The order is from the weakest to the strongest. )



6. a.identifiable b.safety ¢.motivates d.delicate

e. surroundings f.artificial g.prestige h. perspire
1.accomplishment . silent k.impressive  l.evaporate
7. rum, move, spin, turn, whirl, roll
B. a. steed bh. gee-gee c. ripe d. mature
e. effective f. efficient g. fatigued, children

h. tired, kids i. declined j. refused k. rancid

1.

addled m. Penalties n. fines 0. rehuked

p. accused

Antonymy

1.

a. T b. T c. T d. F e. F f. T g. T
h. T

Contradictory terms are antonyms which are mutually exclusive.
The denial of one of the items means the assertion of the other or
vice versa. Take man—woman, present—ubsent for example.
If the adult is a man, the adult cannot be a woman and vice
versa. lf one is not present, one must be absenz, and there is no
other possibility.

Contrary terms are gradable antonyms. Each pair represents
two extremes; there are often intermediate members in be-
tween. Take poor—rich, hot—ceold for cxample. Between
poor and rich, there is well-to-do, and between kot and cold

there are warm and cool . Moreover, we can say one is poor,



Tad

the other 1s poorer, and the third 15 cxtremely poor .

Relative terms are relational opposites and they show an in-
T_!:,‘l‘dt_‘[.)end(’n(_'e bchFEII tl‘l(—‘I‘Il, Take I{}'E’:'T_?_(Jw_'f[‘”d, .'!_Eﬂ'd__'" L
ceive for example. I one borrows soraething from another, the
other lends it to him or vice versa. If one sends a letier to an-
other, the other receives it from him. Without the first, the

other cannot exist.

. a. similar/same h. safe
¢. sharp/smart d. send
e. stingy/selfish {. significant/sensible
g. skeptical/suspicious h. simple

i. sure j. slipshod/slovenly/sloppy

k. sleepiness/sleep/slumber 1. smooth

m. subjective n. sob/scowl

a. corfusing b. ambiguous

c. muddled d. opaque

e. dirty f. harsh

g. dull h. shifty

1. guilty j. blemished

a. old-fashioned h. completely

¢. moisture d. special

e. essential 1. similarity

g. innocent h. rigid

1. loosen j. deserted

k. fruitful 1. depressed/sad

m. indiflerent

a. feed—siarve, cold—fever b. wisdom—{ollies

c. haste—leisure d. penny—pound, wise—{oolish

¢, speech—silence . absence—presence

g. admonish—praise h. young—old
private—public saint—devil

wise men—fools 1- mind—body



k. foul—fair |. danger-—security

m. deliberate—prompt n. children~-parents
o. hully—roward p. head—tail
7. right—wrong single—return dry—sweet
hard—ecasy strong—faint rough—calm
light—dark cold—warm high—low/ deep
Hyponymy

1. Hyponymy 18 a sense relation that deals with the relationship
of semantic inclusion. In other words it deals with the relation-
ship of two tvpes of words, namely superordinates and subordt

nates,

[ R}

Superordinats are words denoting gepus, thus being general, and
subordinates are words denuting species, thus being specific. Superor-
dinates are cover tenmns which include the concept of subordinates
whercas subordinates are specific and their meanings are included in
the sense of superordinaes. Take fower— rose, furniture—cup-
hourd , fruit—apple, for example. In each pair, the former is the
superordinate and the latter subordinate.

3. furniture: desk, chair, 1able, bed

matter: liquid, gas, solid

meat; pork, beef, mutton

go: run, Hy, walk

4. A B
surgeon clinic, hospital
plumber houses, buildings
lawyer office, law courts
mechan¢ garage
photographer studio
foreman worksite, factory

{ profession) (workplace)
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Ir|a. He got a piece of furniture recently.

lb. He bought a cupboard three duys ago.
In Sentence (a), got, furniture, recently can be said to be

superordinates because they are general and convey a very vague idea
whereas in Sentence (b) the three words are replaced respectively
by bought, cupboard, three days agu, which are subordinates,
conveying a dehinite and clear idea. So Sentence (h) is better than
sentence (a).
a. It is said that a magnificent building was destroved yester-
day .
b. The news says that the Royal Hotel was burnt down last
. night .
In (a), i is suid, magnificent building, destroyed , vester-

day are supcrordinate terms, which are comparatively much more
general than the neves savs, Roval Hotel, burnt down, last night
respectively, which can be described as subordinates. Since (b} is

clearer than (a) in meaning, it 1s better.

Semantic field
1. meaning, concept, meanings. semantic field. operate
2. a. horse: steed, charger, palfrev, plug, nag

b. horse: pony, mustang, mule, stud, mare



Group {a) is synonymously semantic field and Group {b) is
semantic field. The difference lies; In (a) the words are syn-
onyms, none of them covers the meaning of another, and they
differ only in style and emotive values. In (b} the words are
not synonvms, but each refers to a specilic type of horse. Horse
is a cover term or superordinate, and others are subordinates.

They have no difference in stvle or affective meaning.

Additional Exercise
Polysemy
1. Explain the meaning of the italicized words.
1) Jimbo immersed his zrunk in the pail of water and squirted
the delighted children.
2) If you travel by train, you can scnd your frunk for a nominal
change.
3} Fifty miles out on the deserted highway, my rented car developed
a flar tire. 1 opened the frunk and found there was no spare.
4} We stripped off the branches and then sawed the trunk into

three-foot lengths {for firewood.

5) The store had one pair of trunks lefr green and yellow

with blue stripes. | simply couldn't buy them.

6) The trunk line of the IHinois Central Railroad runs from
Chicago to New Orleans.

7) A jond mother may spoil her child.

8) In spitc of his bad results in the exam, he has o fond beliel
in his own cleverness,

9} She has many faults, but we'te very fond of her.

10} You're too fond of leaving the door open when you go

out.
2. Find the 10 different senses in which “get” is used in this con-
versation and suggest a set of different words that could be used

instead:



A: Look at this present I've just got (1) from Dad.

B: But vout birthday was last week.

A: Yes, but it only got (2) here today. You see Dad’s been poor-
ly, he got (3) flu.

B: What's the present?

A: It's a transistor. Wait till T get (4) 1t out of the box. Ch yes!

I wonder how many stations we can get (5} on it.

T

What's that hole for? [ don't get (6) it.

A: That's where it plugs in. Let’s see if we can get {7) it to

work. What a funny noise!

B: It’s gerting (8) worse. Turn it off. You'll have to get (9) a

different plug or sornething.

A; I'll try and fix it while you get (10} the supper.

Homotiymy

Interpret the meaning of the italicized words in each pair of the sen-

tences.

& .

Robinson Crusoe thought that he was the sole inhabitanti of
the 1sland.

I always buy some Rajah socks because of their reinforced
heel and sole .

In China, Buddhist temples are usually built on the mountain
tops.

Alice fell great pain in both her temples.

They play football in the winter and cricket in the summer.

Children like to catch crickets and play with them in sum-
mer.

Their seats are a few rows 1n front of us.

What a row they are making next door!

. John is no match tor Caven in strength.

. Don’t strike a mazch if you smell gas.

The man lay in bed wide awake, hearing a bart from time to

tme.

. We gathered some dead sticks and bits of burks to start a

fire.



a. Once vou start saving penny, vou will soon save pound .

Her constant companion was a dog whom she had saved {rom

a pound .

a. It is illegal to kiil seq/s on the island.

b. The paper was authoritative as i1 had an official sex! on it.

Synonymy
1. Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
{ } 1)} Synonyms must be similar in meaning and in part of
speech.
{ } 2} Most synonyms belong to relative synonyms and abso-

( ) 3)

( ) 4)

( > 3)

( ) 6)

( y 7)

( ) 8)

( ) 9)

lute synonyms are nonexistent.

Foreign words provide 2 most important source of Eng-
lish synonyms.

Synonymns are identical in denotation but only different
in stvle and affeet on.

Foreign words are grnerally more formal than nauve words
and French words are less formal than patin words.

If the words differ in range and intensity of meaning,
the words are not identical in denotation.

The major dilference between unlike—dissimilar,
homely—domestic s stvlistic and that between
black—nigger, determined—pigheaded 15 affective.
Difference in usage refers to the problems of part of
speech, colloration and grammar.

In the actual context, the words which are quite differ-

ent in dictionary meaning can form synonyms.

{ 3 10} To choose the right synonym in a group, we should

find out the difference in conceptual meaning, in

colowtring and in usage.



. Give a word of similar meaning beginning with the letrer

each of the following words;

a. WoIan f f. goodbye
b. scare f g. banguet
C. enery i h. dirt
d. untrue f_ i. story
e. prestige {_ j. strange

(11 :l'l! to

L T e T T e T

Fill in the blanks by choosing an appropriate word among the

choices given.

a. Tom was

for the army because of his poor health.

A rejected B refused C  declined

h. She their invitation to a dinner party.
A rejected B refused C  declined

¢. Thedoctor ___ to give me permission to leave the hospital.
A rejected B refused . declined

d. John ____ my suggestions.

A rejected B

refused

C  declined

in each of the following contexts, two words are given for the

blank. In one case both words are interchangeable and in the

other, only one can be used.

a. I'm afraid they will

h. We
guired standard.

a. QOur

COMmIng vear.

(refuse, reject) our offer.

{ reject, refuse) goods that do not meet the re-

(target, goal) is a profit of $ 50, 000 for the

h. Montcrieff scored a fabulous ( target, goal) in the

second half.

a. His approach to his studies is rather

ficial).
b. The water is very

dle.

(shallow, super-

(shallow, superficial )—let’s pad-



a. Could vou {fetch, bring) me my glasses? They are
on the tahle.

b. Come to our party but don’t forget to {{fetch, bring}
a bottle.
a. I'm going to be late~—I'll have to (hurry, rush).
h. The hostages decided to try to _ (hurry, rush) the
terrorists to make him drop his gun.
!' a. I {think, believe} he'll be here this evening.
b, I don’t __ (think, believe) in Father Christmas.

(begin, start}.

|
J a. From then on, the world
I b. Since the plan is announced, let's _ {begin, start) to
1

do our share.

5. For each of the italicized words in the text we have suggested
two synonyms. Choose the hest one in each case and decide if the
synonyms need to be qualified in any way.

A recent poll (1) revealed that many parents felt there
was too much violence on TV. Interestingly encugh, only eight
percent felt that sex was more harmful (2) than violence.

What emerged most clearly from the mass of figures was
that parents exercise little control over their childrens’ viewing,
even when it worries them. They put the onus (3) on the pro-
gramme makers which is both irresponsible and unfair. ---Even
if children cannot be prevented from watching television, at least
there could be a warning before the programme starts if 1t n-
cludes scenes likely to upset minors (4). This already happens
in America.

Personally I would like to attach a warning to all those
nasty (5), smutty {6} comedy shows. However, when I sug-
gested that to a numher of TV programme producers 1 was ac-
cused of being biased (7) —such are the problems of setting
oneself up as a censor.

(1) survey|investigation (2) damaging | noxious

(3) responsibility | blame (4) children | youngster



(5) unpleasant | vicious {6) dirty|tilthy
(7) prejudiced | subjective
Antonymy

1. Find the words, beginning with the letter d or g as indicat

that are the most logical opposites of the ones listed below.

a. surplus d 1. lose E

b. hope d j. sudden Z

¢. accept d . k. disgrace g _
d. victory d . . stingy g _

e. affirm d m. decrease g

f. harmony d n. harsh g

g. giant d 0. release g

h. add d p. scatter g

2. In linguistics, often a phenomencn is given different alternat
names. The same is true of antonyms. Column A contains
terms for the three types of antonyms in this book; Column I
a least of alternative names vou might meet with in other bool
Try to match them.

A B

contrary terms complementaries
gradable opposites

contradictory terms CONVErses
gradable antonyms

relative terms hinary antonyms
relational opposites
contraries

3. Multiple cheice.

1) The characteristics of contradictary terms include:
A non-gradable

B mutually exclusive



2)

4)

C
D
E
F
&

semantic relativity
relational

gradable

reversal relationship

semantic polarity

The characteristics of contrary terms include:

A
B
C
D
E
F
G

non-gradable
mutually exclusive
semantic relativity
relational

gradable

reversal relationship

semantic polarity

The characteristics of refative terms include:

A
B
C
D
E
F
&

non-gradable
mutually exclusive
semantic relativity
relational

gradable

reversal relationship

scmantic polarity

Which of the following are not related to the characteristics

of antonyms”

A
B

0

-?

A polysemic word can have more than one antonym.
Antonvms are more in number than synonyms in a lan-
guage.

In a pair of antonyms, the unmarked term generally in-
vludes the sense of the marked.

Antonymy 1s an importantl sense relation.



4,

6)

7)

E An antonym can be created by adding a negative prefix to
the same word.
F A language learner should have a good knowledge of
antonyms.
(- Antonyms have word-defining power and can form con-
trast.
Put the iollowing words under Contradictory terms, contrary
terms, and relative terms.
right—left lend-—borrow male—female seme—ditferent
small~—large doctor—patient dog~—bitch teacher—pupil
good—bad man—woman love—hate boss—employee
To each of the following contrary terms add the rest of the scale
as indicated by 1he lines. Refer back to the section concerning

Contrary ferms.

1) __ | Thot|_ b | leoldi_____
2) _ _ _linteresting| ___ _ _ |_____ |boring|
3 1 lgoodl | | A Ibadl___ __

Finish John's utierances with the missing word, so that he con-
tradicts Jane every time.
1) Jane: The newspapers very seldom tell lies.
john: No, they very ___  tell lies.
2) Jane: French is a very hard language.

John: No, it's a very __ language.

3) Jane: The water is very hard here.
John: No, it isn’t, it’s quite
4) lane: You should put the blanket over him.
John: No, it's bettertoput1t ____ him.
5) Jane: A general is below a colonel in rank.

John: No, he isn't. he’'s . him.
Jane: Potatoes are scarce just now.
John: No, they're quite _
Jane: I have very forward opinions on most things.

John: On the contrary, your opinions are rather



Hyponymy
1. Group the following words and give a term to cover each:
hearts, Mercury, earth, lunch, diamonds, fire, Venus, break-
fast, spades, dinner, Earth, water, Mars, supper, clubs, air,
Saturn, Jupiter
2. One word of each pair is general in meaning and the other is
more specific. Circle the general word.
1) cat, animal
2) instrument, flute
3) chair, furniture
4) food, fruit
5) liquid, water
) emoticn, love
7} occupation, teaching
8) captain, officer
9) ceremony, wedding
10) metal, iron
3. Comment on the following two sentences and then impmve them
by replacing the superordinates with subordinates.
1} One of my relatives got a beautiful flower from the well-
known market not long ago.
2} The millicnaire spent a large sum of money for the picture by
the famous artist.
Key to Additional Exercise
Polysemy
1. 1) along, flexible snout or nose, esp. of an elephant
2) a large box or chest for storing or transporting clothes or
other personal effects
3) a covered compartment in an automobile for keeping a spare

tire, luggage or other articles

4} the main stem of a tree

5} shorts worn by men for swimming cr other athletic pursuits

6} pertaining to the main body of a channel, or line of a system



7Y foclishly loving

8) foolishly trusting or hopeful

9} having a great liking or love for

10}

A

(4)
(7)

having the bad habit of

received (2} arrived (3) caught
take (5) hear (6) understand
make {8) becoming (9) buy

(10) prepare

Homonymy

a.

d.

sole — only (¥E—)

b. sole = the bottom surface of a shoe, boot, ete. (EJE)

oo®

2o

[y

. temple = a building used for the worship of god or gods,

esp. in the Buddhist religion (J&)

temple = flat part on either side of the head above the ear
close to the eye (APFHT)

cricket = an outdoor game (R EK)

cricket = an insect (EEEE)

row/1ou/ = a line of seats in a hall, etc. (HE)

row frau/ = uproar, noisy disturbance {FEH)
match = good rival (L&, XTF)

. match = a small thin stick of wood covered with some

chemical substance at one end to make fire( X 5%)
bark = noise made by u dog (F A=)

. bark = the tough matenial that covers the outside of a tree

(7 5D

pound = a unit of British money {(£§)

b. pound = a place where stray domestic animals are taken

4.

b.

seal

seal

and kept until they are claimed( [ Z0# U &5 Ar )
a large fish-eating animal living partly on land partly

in the sea (#$%9)

= a special design that is the official mark of a person

or organization (E1E)



Synonymy

1.0 T 2)F 3T 4)F 5T 6T 7)T 8T
¢y T 1) T

2. woman—female scare—frighten/fright enemy—foe
untrue—fzalse/ fake prestige—fame goodbye—farewcll
banquet—feast  dirt—{ilth story—Ffiction/ fable

strange—foreign
3.a, A b. C c.

a. refuse, reject

a. target, goal

a. shallow, superficial

a. feteh, brng

a. hurry, rush

a. think, believe

a. began
5. (1) poll = survey

(2} harmful = damaging

B d.

A

o T oo oo T o

reject
goal
shallow
bring

rush

. believe

begin, start

{3) onus = responsibility. But onus is a much lower frequency

1tem
(4) minors =

a legal term.

(5) nasty = unpleasant

children. There is a stylistic difference; minors is

(6) smutty = dirty. Filthy is slightly more extreme and pejora-

tive.

{7) biased = prejudiced. Prejudiced has negative connotations.



Antonymy

1. surplus—deficit hope—despair
accept—decline victory-—defeat
affirm—deny harmony—discord
giant—dwarl add—deduct
lose—gain sutdden-—gradual
disgrace—glory stingy—generous
decrease— - grow harsh—genial
release—grab scatter-—gather

2. contrary terms = gradable opposites, gradable antonyms, con-
Traries
contradictory terms = complementaries, binary antonyms
relative terms = converses, relational opposites
3.1) AB 2} CEG 3) DF 4) DF

4. contradictory terms conirary terins  relative terms

male—fernale small—large nght—left
dog—bitch good-—bad tend—borrow
same—different love~—hate doctor—patient
MAN—WOIan teacher—pupil

boss—employee
5. 1) boiling|very hot|hot{quite hot{ warm| tepid | cool| coid | frees-
ing
2) fascinating | interesting | fairly interesting ! rather boring | bor-

ing | very boring

3) marvellous, fabulous | very good | good | quite good | OK | not
very good| mediocre| bad| awful, dreadful

6. 1) often 2} easy 3) soft 4) under 5) above

6) plentiful 7) backward

Hyponymy

1. patterns: hearts, diamonds, spades, clubs
plancts: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn
natural elements: earth, fire, water, air

meals: breskfast, lunch, dinner, supper



1} animal 2) instrument 3) furniture 4} foed

5) liqud 6) emoticn 7) occupation  8) officer

9) ceremony 10) metal

3.1

2)

2) Just like sentence 1), this sentence is also vague and general
in terms of meaning. The words millionaire, a large sum
of money, picture, famous artist belong to superordinates
because each could be replaced by a more specific term.
For example, Lockfeller bought the painting “ The Last Sup-
per” by Leonardo da Vinci for $ 3 million (Note; This is

made up). The improved sentence becomes clear and defi-

This sentence conveys a very vague idea as a number of words
are superordinates: relative, got, flower, well-Enown
market, not long ago, which are too general. It can be im-
proved by using their respective subordinates. My niece
bought for two yuan a rare white rose at the Friendship
Store Wednesday afternoon. The use of mvy niece, bought,
a rare white rose, Friendship Store, Wednesday afternoon
makes the sentence specific and definite.

Just like sentence 1), this sentence is also vague and general
in terms of meaning. The words millionaire, « large sum
of money, picture, famous artist belong to superordinates
because each could be replaced by a more specific term.
For example, Lockfeller bought the painting * The Last Sup-
per” by Leonardo da Vinci for % 3 million (Note: This is
made up). The improved sentence becomes clear and defi-

nite.

nite.



Chapter 7 changes in word meaning

Key to Questions and Tasks

1.

Shakespeare is perhaps more difficult to nnderstand than more re-

cent writings because many of his words were used in different

senses from what they have now in conlemporary dictionaries.
Changes in meaning make up the main character of any liv-

ing language. As language is the tool of human verbal communi-

cation, changes are natural in language because people need these
1o express the changes in our daily life and in society as new con-
cepts, new ideas and new things emerge continuously. Once the
changes in language siop, the language is dead.

elevation—4 } extension—1)

transfer—2) degradation—35)

narrowing—3 )

Changes in meaning are caused by both extra-linguistic factors
and linguistic factors. Extra-linguistic factors include historical,
class, and psychological reasons. Historically, the language re-
flects the changes in the human perception of the objective
world. For example, azom originally meant “indivisable parti-
cle”, now man has discovered many much smaller particles, and
the meaning of atom has changed to “devisable”. Another ex-
atnple is the sun which formerly meant “a planet going round
the earth”, now man has proved that the opposite is true. Sec-
ondly, the meaning of words is affected by the users. Usually,
people assign their subjective attiiude to the words dencting the
referents. For example, words Like hussy, villain, originally
working people, became negative because the “nobility” thought
of them as such. Thirdly, many words changed their meaning to
meet the psychological needs. For example, policeman has many
negative nicknames such as pig, smoky bear, because criminals

and the like use such words to show their hatred.



Internally,

words change their meanings resuliing from

shortening, as private for “private soldier”, gas for “coal gas”
P B g

ete. s from borrowing, as deer for “BE” and hound for “TER",

because of redivision of meaning when animal and dog were

borrowed, etc.

1} extension 2}
3) narrowing 43
5} elevation 6}
7} extension &)
9) narrowing

11) elevation

13) degradation

a. associated transfer b.
c. comcrete to abstract d
e, abstract to concrete f.
g. associated transfer h
i. transfer of sensation j.
a. objective b.
c. objective d.
e. subjective 1.
g. subjective h

Additional Exercise

extension
degradation
Narrowing

extension

10) narrowing
12) degradation
14) degradation

abstract to concrete

. abstract to concrete

abstract 1o concrete

. associated transfer

transfer of sensation
subjective, objective
subjective

subjective

. subjective, ohjective

1. Give the original meaning of each of the following words and la-

bel
1)
2)
3)
4)

the process it has undergone.
fable  fruit pred.cament
scene  journal picture
clown wench silly

butler nice dean

hound garage
layman bribery
lust illicit
shrine marshal

2. Tell the type of meaning of each word in italics in terms of sub-

jective meaning or ebjective meaning according to the definition.

Word

)

Meaning
pitiful deserving pity
( )



2) fearful scaring; afraid

( )
3) knowledgeable showing knowledge of sth.
( )
4) careful showing care
( )
5) anxious feeling anxiety about sth.
( )
6) likeable pleasant, deserving affection
( )
7) dangerous causing danger
( )
8) joyous exXperiencing joy; causing joy
( }
Q) hateful deserving hate
( )
10} suspicious having suspicion; causing suspicion

Key to Additional Exercise

Former meaning

1. 1) fable (BF): any tale 8 # (narrowing)
fruit (ZK&). a product or semething enjoyed
¥, EIFZY (narrowing)
predicament (FBE) ., any situation Hi#%. (narrowing)
hound (36 54) . any dog 34 {narrowing)
garage (£ FE). any safe place 2 H (narrow-
ing)
2) scene (H): tent or covered place Wk 2, i
#i k4t (extension)
journal (BT, daily Hf& (extension)
picture (B, #, BH). something painted IHE ( exten-
sion }
layman (#MT); net a member of the clergy # A

(extension )



2.

3)

4)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)
7)
8)
9)

bribery (%% ).

clown (fJ\H];
wench (B3).
silly (BEH).
lust (AI4K) .
illicit (FEEENT) .
but}.er (%%);

nice (HH{])

dean (ELE, BEK):

shrine (488,
marshal {70 .

preiful
Jear ful
knouledgeable
careful

Anrious

likeable
dangerous
FOVOUS
hateful

10) suspicious

Chapter 8 Meaning and Context

scraps , leavings, lumps of bread

given to begpars W& 4 7 51
HEJE, FaY (extension)

a man who worked on a farm 5%
F* (degradation}

a country girl S8 IR (degra-
dation )

happy B3¢ (degradation)
pleasure R Z% (degradation)

not allowed A 3FB]H {degrada-
tion)

bottle-servant FEE{E {eleva-
tion )

ignorant 7o # (elevation}

a leader of ten 10 AP (ele-
vation)

a box §§, & (elevation)

groom or horse-servant & 1

{ elevation)

{ ohjective)

(cbjective, subjective)
(subjective)

{subjective)

(subjective)
(objective)
(objective)

{ subjective, objective)

( ohjective)

( subjective, objective)



Key to Questions and Tasks

1.

g moT e

linguistic context

. grammatical context

L ConteXT clues

. extra-linguistic context

lexical context

inference of meaning

o

(=i

|.

<.

. elimination of ambiguity

. tO repair

. meastirement and derermination of one’s position
». predicament

. injection

a single complete dividing part (of a rocket)

the theatre or acting as a profession

. a particular point or period in a process of development

to plat, arrange and carry out

interchange and discusston of ideas, esp. for murual
derstanding or harmeny

conversation

a written conversaticn {of a play, etc.)

. Synonym b. explanation/definition

. antonym d. example

relevant derails . relevant details

explanation h. definition/explanation

stop peaple drinking

stop drinking by themselves

a stone house which is hig

a house built of big stones



c. & picture possessed by Betty
a photograph of Betty
d. aunts who are visiting

paying a visit to aunts

e. take Jane as his wife
preside over Jane's wedding

f. a weapon that can fly over long distances and that it explodes
when it hits the thing it aims at

an object that is thrown at sb in order to hurt him

Additional Exercise
I. Decide whether the following statements are true or false:
a. Different contexis give a word different meanings.
b. Word meaning does not depend on context.
¢. Linguistic context refers to lexical and grammatical contexi.
d. Non-linguistic context refers to context of situation, culture
and style.
2. Can you tell the exact meaning of the following sentences? If
not, why?
a. The table is fascinating.
b. They are off.
c. The girl found 2 bock on the Main Street.
d. Would you care to make up a four with us?

e. I'm free at last.

ey

. Jane was too busy to compose herself.
g. Go and ask Mr. White who is sitting by the window,

please.

3. Guess the words in italics and then write the type of clue that
helps vou in each case.
a. John had left his wet swimming trunks in the dark closet for
over a week. Of course they had begun to mildew .
b. A nomadic life is simple but happy. That's why a lot of peo-
ple appreciate the life style of gvpsies.



His uncle was a reamer, an incurable wanderer who never
could stay in one place.

The Asian chim punzee, like other apes, is specially adapted
for life in trees.

After a day of hunting, Haroid is ruvenous. Yesterday, for
example, he ate two bowls of soup, salad, a large chicken,
and a piece of chocolate cake before he was finally satisfied.
Most dentists’ offices are drab places, but Emilio’s new office
is bright, cheerful place.

It 15 difficult to list all of my father’s attributes because he
has so many ditferent talents and abilities.

Consensus decision-making, a process by which action is tak-
en only afrer everyone is in agreement, is very important to
the Japancse businessman.

Though the beautiful egrer is in danger of dying out, many
clothing manufacturers still offer handsome prices for their
long, elegant tail feathers, which are used as decorations on

ladies’ hats.

Study the following extracts and ry to give a personal definiticn

to each of the italicized word according to the context.

a.

In the United States businessmen are skilled at handling
strong disagreements in meetings. The Japanese, on the
other hand, are adroit at avoiding such corfrontations .
The majority of the people in that small country are literate .
Because most people are able to read newspapers and maga -
zines, they generally have opinions on most important mat-
ters. In addition, they are quite articulate and therefore
able to state their ideas clearly to their superiors.

Unlike the United States where many different nationalities



make up the population, Japan's population is quite hemoge-
neous ,

d. The sisters are often exasperated by the seriousness with
which the two brothers approach time limits. Similarly, the
brothers are often irnpatient with their sisters’ lack of con-
cern for deadlines.

e. Unlike decisions which are made on the basis of mutual con-
cern, wunilateral decisions can be unpopular because they are
made by only one of the parties concerned.

. When formulating business decision, the wise manager does
not depend only on the opinions of a few people at the top of
the company; rather relzance is placed on the opinions of ev-
eryone, at all levels.

5. Place the appropriate word from the list in each of the blanks be-

low. Do not use any word more than once.

fermulate exasperated
dedicated transactions
articulate adroit
deadlines reliance

There are two reasons why Herman was made president of his
company last week. First, Herman is very __ (1) at han-
dling people. Heisa (n) __ (2} man who is able to express

his thoughts and desires very precisely. His ability helps him in

business _ _ {3)}. When other peoplc become (4)
because they cannot find the right words to express their thoughts,
Herman can make everyone feel comfortable by helping them to find
the right words.

Herman's second characteristic is his ability 1o get work done

on time, to meet {5). He has always been a{n) _



{6) employee whose (7) on hard work has earned him

the respect of his superiors. In fact, Herman's success is due to his

hard work and his ability to (8) plans which will get

work done efficiently.

Key to Additional Exercise

L.
2.

a.

a. T b. F c. T d. F

table; (1) a piece of furniture, (2) a list of facts, number,

etc. systematically arranged esp. in columns

off: (1) (of food) no longer good to eat, (2} {of the runners

in a race or people) have started

(1) The girl found a book which was lying on the road of the
Main Street.

{(2) The girl found a book while she was on the Main Street.

{3} The girl found a book which is about the Main Street.

. 1 somebody makes this request at a tennis court, he is asking

you to play tennis with them. But if the request i3 made at a

bridge table, you are asked to play bridge with them.

I the statement is heard at the gate of a prison, it means “I'm

set free after a period of imprisonment.” If it is heard outside a

classroom and made by a student, it means that the student must

have passed the examination, so he doesn’t have to worry about

his lessons.

(1) Jame is too busy to put together musical notes in musical
form.

{2} Jane is too busy to get herself under control,

g. (1) Go and ask Mr. White. He is sitting by the window.

(2) Go and ask Mr. White. Who s the person sitting by the



window?

3. a. relevant details b. exemplification/example
c. synonymy/synonym d. hyponymy/subordinate
e. exemplification/example f. antonymy/antonym

g. hyponymy/superordinate h. synonvmy/synonym

. relevant details

[

4. a. adreit = skillful confrontations = disagreements
b. literate = able to read  articulate = able to express ideas
c. homogeneous = of one nationality
d. exasperated = angry deadlines = time limits
e. done by only one of the groups
f. formulating = making  reliance = dependence

5. (1) adroit (2) articulate (3} transaction
(4) exasperated (5) deadlines (6} dedicated
(7) reliance (8) formulate

Chapter 9 English Idioms

Key to Questions and Tasks

I. a. T b. F c. T d. T e. T f. F
g. F h. F 1. T i- T

2. In many cases, the forms of idioms are not identical with their
functions. Even though we know the meaning of idioms, we
may not nse them in the right way if we do not know their
grammatical functions. For example, heart and soul 1s a noun
phrase, but functions as adverbial: “We must serve the people
heart and soul.” 1f we used it as subject or object, it would be
wrong. Classifying idioms according to their functions solves this
problem.

3. A phrasal verb is a verb phrase consisting of a verb plus a particle
{adverb or preposition or both) such as &ring up, get down,
come up with. A verb phrase is any phrase functicning as a
verb, for example, call it a4 day, make both ends meet, look af-

ter . Verb phrases inclode phrasal verbs.



4. a.2) b.9) ¢.3) d 6 e 1) £ 8 g 5)
h. 4) 1.7 i 1)

5. a. stand out against b. approve of
c. get... over with d. locking into
e. come up with f. comply with
¢. cashed in on h. go without
i. to profit by/from j. put down ... 10

6. a cool cat = a really calm person

hlow one’s stack = lose control over oneself

fly off ihe handle = become excessively angry

what's more = furthermore

get away with = commit an illegitimate act without penalty

of course = naturally
get on — get old
pepper and salt = grey (hair)

make up for = compensate for

lost time = time wasted
tuke 1t easy = relax, not worry

get up = rise from bed
take care of = mnanage or look after
like & breeze = without effort or easily
time off = time for rest
get it made = be successful
this is 1t = be in a positicn or place, or have possession of ap ob-

ject beyond which more of the same is unnecessary

Sam is really a calm person. He never loses control of himself
and hardly ever becomes too angry. Furthermore, he knows how

to manage his business financially by using a few tricks. ..

Needless to say, he, too, is getting older. His hair is beginning

to turn grey, but he knows how to compensate for wasted time



by relaxing. He rises early, exercises, and goes to bed early. He
manages his frankfurier dispensary without visible effort, until i
18 someone else’s turn to work there. Sam is successtul, he has
reached his life’s goal.

7. a. the stitch in time = A stitch in time saves mne.
h. too many cooks = Too many cooks spoi! the broth.

¢. his finger still very large in every pie... less pie than finger
2= have a finger in the pie

d. silence is golden = Speech 1s silver, silence is golden.

e. a wheel in the middle of a wheel = wheels within wheels
have no straw with which to make his bricks = make bricl

without straw

8. wind and weather wheeling and dealing
break and enter town and gown
top and tail time after time
rules and regulations rise and fall
hard and fast puff and blow
short and sweet peace and quiet
over and above ebb and flow
off and on neck and neck
shoulder to shoulder moan and groan
milk and water NOW OT Never

9. a. HEHR,

a

b. WEMS, BSMA.

c. Bit4, Wifte, AN, #ELEE,
d. BERARE-BE; AMUHERA,

e. REFFO,

{. BERK2 A,

g. THAZL; ABRD; WAEX,
h. RRERIEHIH L,



IP‘Z ﬁ, {E—E'o
CBOGRE R, WIRHREE,

Additional Exercise

I. Decide whether the following statements are true or false:

6.

Replace the italicized expressions with phrasal verbs by selecting

iL.

An English idiom is a group of words with a special meaning

generally different from the meaning of its constituent words.

. The form of English idioms is not often fixed.

. Many idiomatic expressions come from the everyday life of

the English people.

The Bible is ane of the chief sources from which idiomatic ex-
pressions have sprung.

English idioms are characterized by semantic unity, structural
stability, stylistic terseness, and thought-provoking.

Phrasal verbs are another way of saying verb phrases.

the appropnrate phrasal verb from the list provided.

make out, gel up, turn up, take me in, take over, look in-

to, go ino, put across, come by, make up for, make up 1

. | waited for her for ages but she did not come.

2. T took the children 1o the zoc today to compensate for the

party they missed vesterday.

3. I used to believe his tall stories, but now he can hardly de-

ceive me .

My father was asked to assume the management of the
London office of his newspaper.
We don't like Tom because he always tries to make himself

pleasant to the boss in order to win favours.

6. He knows the theory very well but he’s very poor at ex-

plaining the stuff clearly to his students.



7. Jobs were not easy to obtain when 1 was a girl as they are

IOV .

B. The students arranged a party to celebrate the sixtieth

IIE.

IV.

birthday of the college.

9. Police are investigating the disappearance of the diamond

necklace.

10. 1 can’t understand what he 1s after.

Explain the italicized expressions in the following sentences:

1.

8.
9.

At hali-time, the two teams were all sguare with two
goals each.

I've only had this television set for a week and it's gone
haywire already.

The new seats are as easy on the back as they are on the

eye.

. We had 10 operate on g shoestring .

You re always getting vourself involved with lamb ducks.

We reject that solution emphatically, decisively and once
and for all.

i they don’t pay their hotel bill they will be put out bag
and baggage .

Mary was hurt through and through by Betty’s remarks.

Her sudden departure was a bolt from the blue.

10. When he finally came round io writing the letter, he

found it easier to express his {eelings than he had expect-
ed.

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with adverbs or

prepositions given table:

‘up,out, hack, over, after, at, for, under, on, by, rhrougTJ

t.

The students got __ a special issue ol (he newspaper

to celebrate the school’s 50th birthday.
I{ he can't find a job as a teacher, he can fall back
his skills as a printer.

The head of the gang decided to put him immedi-



atelv as the man was suspicious.

4. He could hardly sit down _  __ that kind of proveca-
tion.

5. His new car sct him $ 3, 000,

6. It is possible that the local court will find the de-
fendant.

7. The theatre held the feature film for another two
weeks.

8. She is always getting me because 1 don’t keep the
desk tidy.

G. The old scientist is still working tirelessly seeking _
truth with all his world-known accomplishments.

10. He is wise enough to see ___ __ all these fine preten-

510NS.

V. Translate the {foliowing proverbs into Chinese;.

G0 -1 SN L B

. Nothing succeeds like success.

. Nothing venture, nothing have.
. Enough is as good as a feast.

. Fish begins to stink at the head.

. Soft fire makes sweet malt.

One cannot make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.

. Never offer to teach fish to swim.

. He that sups with the devil must have a long spocn.

V. Put the English idioms into Chinese.

1.

3
5
7.
9

show one’s cards 2. mops and mows
. a flv on the wheel 4. flesh and hlood
. man’s eslate 6. fall flat

pick holes in 8. fall by the way
. face the music 10. cash in on



11. out of sorts 12. up in the air
13. as meek as a lamb 14. as suff as a poker
15. cannot see the wood for the trees

16. in at one ear and out at the other

Key to Additional Exercise

I.1. T 2. F 3.7 4. T 5 T 6. F

II. . wnap 2. makeup for 3. (aking me in 4. take over
5. make upto 0. puliing across 7. come by 8. got up
9. look into/going inte  10. make out

III. 1. an equal amount of pents, etc. in a game or competition
2. go/be wrong; become confused; behave in an uncontrolled

way

3. quite pretty, good-looking {in the opinion of the observer

of speaker)

with very little meney or resources

a disadvantaged person

now and for the last time

with all one's belongings

. completely

=R e <IN B = S e

a sudden unexpected event, esp. one unpleasant or catas-
trophic
10. reach the point of doing sth. after unavoidable delay
[V. I. up 2. on 3. out 4. under 5. back 6. for
7. over 8. at 9. after 10. through
V.ol -SRI, FHEMHM,
2. AANER, BHRET.
3. MK K.
4. LRRETRE,
5. AR BIME.
6. IDUdME K oK Z IR,
7. NEHIIFER,



8. FIAANTIE LIRS ES,

VI, 1. #E 2.8, B 3. AEEXHA
4. F R 5. k4 6. sTRKMK

7. FE % EFR 8. igil i 9. BFAHEEH
10, F---BE/FIH 1. AR 12, KRB BE
13. 3EFEM 14. 468, A 15, WHRAR WA
6. ZH#, HEH

Chapter 10 english dictionaries

Key to Qnestions and Tasks

1. Lexicology is closely related to dictionaries, because lexicology is
mainly concerned with the form, meaning, usage and origins of
words and their equivalents and dictionaries list these units and
provide data and information abour them. They both deal with
vocabulary of a language. Dictionaries are compiled on the basis
of the research results of lexicology and lexicology makes use of
the materials provided in dictionaries in facilitating the research.

Therefore, they benefit from each other.



American dictionaries contain more encyclopedic information in
the main body than the British and a lot of British usages.
British dictionaries, on the other hand, include a lot more gram-
mar information as well as usage examples than the American.

. Encyclopedic dictionaries have the characteristics of both linguis-
tic dictionaries and encyclopedia. In such dictionaries one can
find the general information as in a linguistic dictionary and lim-
ited encyclopedic information as well. An encyclopedia is not
concerned with the language itself but provides encyclopedic in-
formation concerning each headword. There the reader cannot
find pronunciation or meanings or usages but other information.
Because unabridged dictionaries is too big in size, listing too
many words and too much information that ordinary readers may
need, this makes the dictionary difficult to use and less helpful
and converuent. Pocket dictionaries, however, are too small,
containing fewer words and less information, particularly usage
examples, than what the general readers need. Desk dictionaries
are medium in size, neither too big nor toc small, covering
words and information sufficient for the general public. That is
why thev are the most popular dictionaries.

No. For general use and ordinary readers, general dictionaries
are good enough because they provide enough words and infor-
mation for the readers. For more detailed information and for
special readers such as researchers and specialists, specialized dic-
livnaries may be more informative and more satisfying.
(Different people may have different answers. Here is one Lype
of answer. )} I favour a bilingual dictionary with definitions in
two languages. Because the main entries are generally defined or

explained in the same language with translations, you can always



look at the Chinese equivalents if you do not quite understand the
meaning of the new words defined in English.

7. Generally speaking, we should consider whether the diciionary is
monolingual or bilingual, gencral or specialized, British or
American, early edition or late edition as well as their content in
accordance with our own needs.

8. (Answers may vary personally. Here is one type of answer. )}
The informaticn I {find most helpful in the dictionary besides the
meaning is grammar information and usage and language notes
because these areas are all concerned with language use and the
areas where foreign learners have the most problems and the dic-
ticnaries provide answers to the anticipated problems the learners
and teachers are known to meer frequently.

9. (Optional)

10. LDCE {follows the tradition of arranging the grammar informa-
tion right before each definition whereas. CCELD puts such in-
formation in the extra column arranged parallel to each defini-
tion. Each has its advantage. In the first case, before we read
the definition, the grammar information meets the eye and you
do not have to look anywhere else to find it. But some people
may think it is not easy to find grammar information because it
is scattered all over. In the second case, grammar information
is arranged aside and together it is more eye-catching and easier
1o locate. But tastes vary. Which is more convenient depends
cn the very users. Some may prefer LDCE and others CCELD.

11. draft {AmE ) — draught (BrE) [ dra;ft |
gaol {BrE) —  jal (AmE) [ deil]
avsthetic (BrE) — esthetic (AmE) [izs'Betik ]

catalogue {(BrE) — catalog { AmE) [ 'keetalog]



fulfil (AmE) —  fulfill (BrE) [ ful'fil]

carat ( BrE} —  karat {AmE) [ 'keerst |

The spellings of each pair are interchangeable. The American
spelling forms are preferable because they are closer to pronunciation
and easier to remember.

12. Subway mecans "undergrcund passage way across the road” in
British English but “underground railway” in American English
public school means “public school” in American English but
“private school” in British English.

13. Both almost and neariy can be used before all, every, and al-
ways, and before negative verbs as in “I almost/nearly didn’t
wake up on time.” We can use pretty, wvery, before neariy,
hut not hefore aimost . On the other hand, we can use alnost
hefore uny, and negative words such as no, rnone, never, no-
body, nothing, but not nearly.

on the contrary: used for showing complete disagreement
with what has just been said; on the other hand : used 10 add z
new and different fact vo a statement; in comtrast: used to
show the {surprising) difference between two very different
facts.

14. The word dui{ has nine meanings. They are :

1) a, not interesting, b, not very lively or energetic;
2) (light or colour) rather dark;

3) cloudy;

4} (sound} not very clear or loudy;

5} {feelings or pain) not very clear;

6} not very intelligent;

7) {knife) not very sharp;

8) vt cause to feel less intense;



15 .
1. V + O/REPORT - CL/QUOTE + A (out), OR V +

17.

18.

9) vt. & vi (cause 10} become darker or less lively.

Five synonyms: boring/dreary, overcast, slow, numb (v)
Four antonyms: vivacious, sharp, acute, sharp, brighten (v)
Six superordinates: uninteresting, listless, dimly, stupid,
blunt, lessen {v)

Note: The meanings listed here are based on the definitions in
the dictionary.

blurt is given two definitions, each given some codes;

QUOTE = bottle up

This means the verb Alurt is followed by an object or that-
clause or direct speech plus adverbial out (adjunct), or blurt
is followed by direct speech.

The antonym is bottle up.

2. V+O/REPORT - CL/QUOTE+ A (out}
16.

1) mother = the cause and origin
2} dawn = the beginning and first appearance
3} cloud = a large number of smalt things, swarm
4) fresh = newly made, recently arrived
5) relieve = steal
% (1) (of a woman) marry
{2) marry off a daughter
(3) shift, transfer
H2(1) (man) marry a woman
(2) take a wile
1) (diai) swim with the head kept submerged in water; dive
2) mount the dragon’s gate—find a powerful patron or pass the
imperial examination

3) dissident; alien



4} be an informer

5) (1) go on a pilgrimage for Buddhist scriptures
{2} learn from sb. ¢lse’s experience

6) prosecute and punish according to law

7} the houndless universe

8) (inf usu derog ) profiteer

9) (ol a person’s appearance, demeanour, carriage, etc.} nat-
ural and unrestrained
(Note: All the above translations are taken from CET} Re-
vised Edition. )

Additional Exercise

1. Choose all those that you think are right.

1} Dictionaries
a. are used as reference books
b. contain information concerning spelling, pronunciation,

meaning, usage

¢c. mainly provide encyclopedic information
d. list words generally arranged in alphabetical order

2) According to different demands the major types of dictionaries
are .
a. monolingual, bilingual and multilingual dictionaries
b. general and specialized dictionaries
c. pocket, medium-sized and unabridged dictionaries
d. svochronic and diachronic dictionaries
e. encyclopedias and encvclopedic dicticnaries

3) The characteristics of LDCE are
a. language notes

b. limited amount of words used {for definition



4)

5)

%

c. clear grammar codes
d. usage notes
e. extra column

CED (1995} is noted for _

a. 18 000 multi-character entries including catch phrases, say-

ings and proverhs

b. more faithful English equivalents for the Chinese itemns

c. improvement of all the old entries

d. abundant usage examples

e. being the first of its kind

The dictionaries which belong to desk dictionaries are .

a. Qrford Advanced lLearner’'s Dictionary, 3rd Edition
(1980)

b. Webster's Third New International Dictionary

c. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, New Edi-
tion (1987)

d. Longman Dictionary of Phrasal Verbs

e. Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1983)

. Decide whether the following statements are true or false:

) 1. Dictionaries in which words are explained in the same
language arc called monelingual dicticnaries.

) 2. Dictionaries 1n which words are explained in another
language are called bilingual dictionaries.

) 3. Longman Dictionary of Contemn porary English of 1987
and A New English-Chinese Dictionary are the best
known bilingual dictionaties.

) 4. Unabridged dictionaries not only contain a large number
of words hur also give detailed information and a great

many citations.



( ) 5. Small-sized dictionaries are called pocket dictionaries,
which are designed only for heginners.
{ J 6. Desk dictionaries are most appropriate for students or

self-taught learners.

Key to Additional Exercise
1. 1). a, b, d 2). a, b, c, e 3). a, b, ¢, d
4). a, b, d 5). a, ¢, d, e
2. 1). T 2). T 3). F 4. T 5). F 6. F



