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ABSTRACT

In the historical period of Middle and Late Tang and Five Dynasties (from the
Insurgency of An and Shi to the founding of the Northern Song Dynasty), with the
development by leaps and bounds, the political status of Kaifeng exceeded that of
Chang’an and Luoyang which had been the Capital of Empire since the establishment
of Qin and Han Dynasty. Marked by becoming the Capital of Northern Song Dynasty
in 960 AD, Kaifeng created a new era in the development history of ancient China’s
Capital. At the same time, from the capital or quasi-capital, the status of Luoyang
became lower and lower. Except Hou-Tang Dynasty, no dynasty settled its capital in
Luoyang any more. This paper was intended to answer the question that why the
capital of Empire changed from Kaifeng to Luoyang in the period of Middle and Late
Tang and Five Dynasties. . :

To begin with, the paper introduced the geographical environment and the
historical overview before the period of Tang Dynasty of Luoyang and Kaifeng; and
then the paper presented the objective historical process when the political status of
Luoyang went to fade and that of Kaifeng went to rise in the period of Middle and
Late Tang and Five Dynasties; and then, with water transportation of grain as the
center, the paper analyzed the reason in four aspects. First of all, the lost of Hebei and
the development of Jianghuai’s economy caused the change of economic geography
and financial situation of Tang dynasty, and Tang government increasingly relied on
Bian Channel to get the wealth of Jianghuai, as standing in the deadly location of Bian
Channel, so the status of Bianzhou became more and more important. Second, the
reformation of water transportation of grain made by Pei Yaoqing made Luoyang lost
the status of the center of water transportation of grain and the reformation of water
transportation of grain made by Liu Yan made Kaifeng get this status. Third, in the
period of Tang Daizong and Tang Dezong, a series of military contend around the
controlling of the Channel made Kaifeng become the most important city in
safeguarding the security of water transportation of grain; The fourth and the most
- pivotal aspect, the conditions of the water transportation of grain of Luoyang was
gradually worse than that of Kaifeng. As the change of climate and the deterioration
of the ecological environment, the shipping conditions from Luoyang to Kaifeng
became worse and worse—the water of the river became less and less, the change
between seasons became bigger and bigger, the time in a year that could be used to be
transported became shorter and shorter. The shipping conditions in Yellow River,
Biankou and Bian Channel were not satisfied. With the technology in ancient times,
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since people could not improve the transport capacity, shorten the transport distance
was the one and only choice. From Chang’an to Luoyang and then to Kaifeng was
precisely accord with the route to shorten the transport distance. As the writer’s
analysis in the paper, the transport from Kaifeng to Luoyang was the most difficult
tenor in the whole TongJi channel, and which made Kaifeng completely replaced the
Luoyang’s status and became the Capital of Empire. It created the most glorious
chapter in the city history. Next, the paper analyzed the decisive role of the water
transportation of grain in the choice of the capital in the period of Five Dynasties, and
then made the conclusion that the advantage of the shipping conditions of the water
transportation of grain of Kaifeng was do better than that of Luoyang, so in replaced
of Luoyang, Kaifeng became the Capital of the Empire.The paper finally came to the
conclusion: In the period of Middle and Late Tang and Five Dynasties, the
development of Jianghuai’s economy and the reformation of the water transportation
of grain made Kaifeng replaced Luoyang and then gradually developed into the center
of the water transportation of grain and the center of economic; In the period of the
Middle Tang, the struggling for the controlling of the water transportation of grain
between the government and Fanzhen made Kaifeng develop into a military
stronghold. As the deterioration of shipping conditions in the Yellow River and Bian
Channel since the Middle Tang, Luoyang completely had no probability to connect
the station of economy in Southeast. Since then, the capital of the Empire irreparably
transferred to the shore of the Channel in eastern plain, and as the center of the water
transportation of grain, it was obvious that Kaifeng stood at the edge to be the Capital
of the Empire.

To some extent, the paper answered the question that why Kaifeng but Luoyang
was the Capital in the period of Five Dynasties the Northern Song Dynasty. There
were mainly three innovations in the paper. First, it pointed out the essential reason of
Luoyang lost the position of capital was Luoyang had no advantage in the water’
transportation of grain. Second, the paper revealed the fact that the decline of the
status of Luoyang and the growth of that of Kaifeng related closely, and the pivotal
reason was the change of ecological environment and traffic conditions. Third, the
paper discussed preliminary the connection between the change of ecological and the
prosperity or wane of a city.

Keywords: the period of Middle and Late Tang and Five Dynasties; Luoyang;
Kaifeng; settle capital; the water transportation of grain.
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