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Cultural Model Transforming and its Revelation

of Japan in Modernization

Yin Jian (Marxism Philosophy)
Directed by Prof. Jiang Hua

Abstract

The world has developed more than 60 years after the World War II, and now as the
historical wheel has been marching into the 21st century, its new era with the characteristics
of informatization has already arrived completely. Under the background of economic
globalization, the regional integration is also becoming the intellectual selection to numerous
countries. This kind of choice derives from the drive of the economic interests as well as the
calculation of political, security and strategic factors. From the aspect of considering Asia’s
future and further development, in a sense it might be a fact that the hope of Asia depends on
East Asia, while the coordination of East Asia lies on China and Japan. If regionalism is a
bridge to get nationalism and globalism joined, then East Asia is the Geo-strategy reliance
which China relies on to rise. From geography, both our country and Japan are belong to East
Asia, so we are neighboring countries mutually; as a result, the relations of domains of
economy, politics, culture, etc. are with the vital significance to each other. Since modern
times, Japan has suffered great survival crisis under the menace of Western colonizers’ solid
ships and advanced weapons. However, Japan was by no means unable to recover after a
setback; instead, it treated the adversity as a historical opportunity, changing new for the old
and turning over a new leaf while opening up its future. Finally, Japan made itself the first
country get rid of the humiliation and oppression of Western nations in Eastern world, and
realized the modernization successfully. It became the only Asian country who pushed into
the empire powers and built up the colonies outside its own territory, depending on aggression
and expansion. Currently, this island country, only covers 370,000 square kilometers, is still
the second big economical power in the world. Japanese Meiji Restoration Movement starting

in 1868, created a new era of Japanese modern history. It has left us with a broad space for
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consideration and research that the road of modernized culture reforming has attracted
attention since Meiji Restoration Movement and in particular, postwar Japan raises in Asia
and the world, succeeding in the realization of modemization in a short-term.

This thesis probes into the successful experience and failing lessons caused by Japan’s
cultural transformation, explores the in-depth reasons triggering Japanese modernization and
social-cultural behavior, in order to absorb its development experience, avoid its development
risk, and from this to forecast the trend of Chinese culture transformation. Through the studies
and research of the cultural transformation of Japanese modernization, we can be enlightened
that if we respect the traditions instead of separating them, it will promote the culture
transformation better. If the new ideological enlightenment can be initiated, it will be able to
gradually transform our culture from the “moral principles first” culture which identified with
preferring morality to knowledge, to the culture which unified by scientific and rational spirit
and moral perfection spirit. If the intelligentsia dares to undertake the responsibility of leading
the culture transformation, it will promptly establish a kind of value guidance system which
best conforms to the development of Chinese society modernization in the possibility of
various cultural choice and cultural development. If the development risk brought by extreme
network nationalism can be avoided rationally, then the road of Chinese “peaceful rise” will

be much wider under the instruction of scientific development view.

Keyword: Japanese Modernization, Cultural Transformation, Enlightenment
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#1-1  HZE 1950-2000 FEERAALIEIFIEMRD

Form 1-1 Japan modernizes index sign evaluation in 1950-2000

FEH1abs 1950 1960 1970 1975 1980 | 1985 1990 1995 2000

A GDP H4E | 112 467 1947 | 4520 9890 | 11300 | 25430 | 31250 | 35620
#r (Eo)

A¥IGDPIEHR | 11% 36% 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100%
ME

ARl 1% hn 1 | 26% 13% 6% 5% 4% | 3% 3% 2% 1%

5 GDP L1

AL 1N {E | 58% 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100% | 100%
A g T
i3

AR 45 Mk 3 0 | 32% 42% 47% 52% 54% | 711% 55% 60% 66%

fE1' GDP EL

AR &k 88 50 | 71% 93% 100% 100% 100% | 100% 100% 100% 100%

SRR

KA 375 S| 48% 33% 20% 16% 11% | 9% 7% 6% 5%
2 E 5
HHIHH

Ky 97 31 71 | 63% 91% 100% 100% | 100% | 100% 100% 100% 100%
o b5 1A B 2
li4

WA Q| 50% 62% 71% 75% 76% | 76% 77% 78% 79%
BAOML
1

WA DR 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% | 100% 100% 100% 100%
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