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Annals; to bring order out of choas

Abstract:The report has focused on the problem that Sima Qian aspired
to follow The Spring and Autumn Annals to write The Historical Records.
By discussing his understanding of The Spring and Autumn Annals, it
shows that his thinking and writing had aimed at providing suggesions to
bring oder out of choas in his times, involving “to distinguish between
wen and zhi” and “to set boundaries in the ruler-subject relationship”,
both of which intended to criticize the policies and political activities of
Emperor Hanwu and try to help him to make up for his mistakes in
governing. With these, it is clarified why Sima Qian declared “to follow
The Spring and Autumn Annals” and dedicated himself to historical
writing, and then it comes out that his political thoughts were practical,

and particular during the early years of Han dynasty.
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