Abstract

Zhao Bian (1008—1084)is not a famous poet in the middle period of
Northern Song Dynasty, so his poetry is not studied by scholars in the
history thoroughly. This thesis aims at having a detailing study on his
poetry from three parts. The first part (Chapter 1) comprising two
sections narrates and remarks the research achievements on Zhao Bian in
the history. In Section 1, the researches on Zhao Bian are gleaned
extensively by index and are arranged in order of dynasties to be serves
as the first hand study material on Zhao Bian. In Section 2, a study on
Section 1 finds two problems: Firstly, there is not any thorough study on
Zhao Bian's poetry; secondly, there is not correct school on Zhao Bian's
poetry. The second part (Chapter 2 and Chapter 3) solves the first
problem; the third part(Chapter 4) solves the second problem. Chapter 2
comprising two sections studies Zhao Bian's poetry from subjects and
themes. Section 1 studies the landscape subjects and four themes relating
to the subjects. Sections 2 studies the communication subjects and three
themes relating to the subjects. Chapter 3 comprising three sections
studies the poetry artistic style of Zhao Bian. Section 1 discusses
“Writing Poetry as Prose”; Section 2 discusses a strict rhyme; Section 3
discusses a plain language style. Chapter 4 comprising two sections
studies the location of Zhao Bian's poetry by distinguishing it from the
“Later Tang Poetry Artistic Style ”in the initial period of Northern Sony
Dynasty and by classifying it to the initiating poetry school in the middie
period of Northern Song Dynasty. Section 1 discusses the differences
between the former and the latter; Section 2 draws a conclusion that Zhao
Bian is likely to belong to the latter. Chapter 5 is a textual research on
both the poetry and prose relating to Zhao Bian, and corrects some
mistakes in order to advance the research on this field. This thesis
consists of three parts, covering five chapters .It is the study on Zhao
Bian's poetry as awhole.

Keyword: Zhao Bian; the content of poetry; the art of poetry; the “Late
Tang Poetry School”; theinitial poetry school; textual research
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The Research on Zhao Bian’s Poetry
(Summary)
I ntroduction

Zhao Bian (1008—1084) is a poet in the middle of Northern
Song Dynasty, so the scholars do not think highly of the research on
Zhao Bian's poetry and do not study it in the history and in
contemporary thoroughly.

The writer tries to study Zhao Bian's poetry thoroughly. Firstly,
the writer gleans and putsiit in order that the research achievementsin
the history and then finds two main problems by analyzing the
achievements: the first one is that the Zhao Bian's poetry is not
studied thoroughly, the second one is that the Zhao Bian's poetry
school is not studied correctly; secondly, the writer studies the Zhao
Bian's poetry from content and art thoroughly, and then studies the
Zhao Bian's poetry school fatherly on this basis; thirdly, the writer
researches the poetry and prose relating to Zhao Bian textually. These
textual researches correct some mistakes on the poetry and prose
relating to Zhao Bian primarily, so add the study in preceding two

aspects.

Chapter One  The Commentary on the Research Achievements
on Zhao Bian in the History

This chapter consists of two sections. Section One is a brief on
research achievements on Zhao Bian in the history. Section Two is a
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remark on these achievements

Section One  The Brief on the Research Viewpoints on Zhao
Bian in the History

Generally speaking, both of the official and private remarks on
Zhao Bian in Northern Song and southern Song Dynasties praise his
moral conduct highly. The content of remarks on Zhao Bian in Yuan
Dynasty changes from thought to art. The remarks on Zhao Bian in
Ming Dynasty are most few among the Dynasties. The amounts of
remarks on Zhao Bian in Qing Dynasty are more than those of Yuan,
Ming Dynasties, but |ess than those of Northern Song and Southern
Song Dynasties, and the angles of remarks are diversity.

Section Two  Remarking on Research Viewpoints on Zhao
Bian in the History

The remarks on Zhao Bian can be summarized as “Two
Characteristics’ and “Two Remaining to be Defined”. The “Two
characteristics’ refers to a strong academician and an intense partisan
conflict .The “Two Remaining to be Defined” refers to the position in
Confucian school remaining to be defined and the position in poetry
school remaining to be defined.

Chapter Two The Research on the Content of Zhao Bian's Poetry

There are two sections in this chapter studying subjects and
themes of Zhao Bian's poetry.
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Section One  Landscapes Subjects and Four Themes Relating
to
the Subjects
The Landscapes subjects poems of Zhao Bian amount to about

180, about one—fourth of all his 700 poems. The subject consists of
four items, i.e. natural landscapes (44), natural living creature (18),
human and cultural landscapes (90), tour records (28). This subjects
express four themes: first, feelings of concerning agriculture; second,
feelings of relationship between people; third feelings of keeping
aloof from worldly affairs; fourth, feelings of depicting landscapes.

Section Two  Communication Subjects and Three Themes
Relating to the Subjects

The communication subjects poems of Zhao Bian amount to
403,about one half of al his 700 Poems. The commutation subject
consists of three items: first, writing poetry to people (94); second,
reposing poetry to people (239); third, writing poetry to see people off
(70). The subjects express three themes: first, feelings of Confucian
active attitude; second, feelings of friendships between staffs; third,
feelings of Daoism School.

Chapter Three  The Research on The Art of Zhao Bian's Poetry

The art of Zhao Bian's poetry is studied from three aspects in
this chapter comprising four sections.

Section One “Writing Poetry as Prose”
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The art characteristic of Zhao Bian's poetry “Writing Poetry as
Prose”, is embodied in five aspects: first, poetry titles being long like
prose; second, poetry lengths being like prose lengths; third, narrating
in details; fourth, function word in sentences; fifth, changing normal
poetry rhythm.

Section Two  Strict Rhythm

The art characteristic of Zhao Bian's poetry strict rhythm, is
embodied in two aspects: the first one is that Zhao Bian writes poetry
according to level and oblige and matching in lines; the second one is
that Zhao Bian writes to someone with poetry or some one replies to
Zhao Bian with poetry, both in the same rhyme scheme.

Section Three  The Plain Poetry Language Style

The plain poetry Language style of Zhao Bian is embodied in
two aspect; first, quite few literary quotation; second, quite few
flowery language.

Chapter Four  The Research on Poetry School of Zhao
Bian

The poetry school of Zhao Bian is studied in this chapter
comprising two sections.

Section One  The Differences Between “Later Tang Poetry
Style
School” and “Initiating Song Poetry Style School”
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First, Birth and Death

The “Later Tang Poetry School”, representative poets are born
and die in the early of Northern Song Dynasty(960—1021) while the
“Initiating Song Poetry Style School” are born and die in the middle
of Northern Song Dynasty (1022—1062).

Second, Political Attitude

The “Later Tang Poetry Style School” poets in the initiation of
Northern Song Dynasty are most monks being out of office or
scholars regarding coolly official ranks coolly. Both express their
explicit Political attitudes scarcely. On the contrary, the “Initiating
Song Poetry Style School” poets are most successful candidates in the
highest examination and often become some officers. They do express
their explicit political attitudes, such as taking part in the “Movement
of Reforming Poetry and Prose”.

Third, Poetry Style

The poetry subjects of the “Later Tang Poetry Style” are often
natural landscapes and human and cultural landscapes, and these
themes are most about the feelings of seclusion. In art, these poets
often excel in classical poetry proceeding to Tang Dynasty. On the
contrary, the poetry subjects of the “Initiating Song Poetry Style
School” comprise social and political affairs involving in farm work
and military affairs, and these themes express strong feelings of
concerning social affairs. In art, these poets often excel in a lengthy
extended from of ancient poetry, “Write Poetry as Prose’.

Fourth, Great Master

The great masters of the “Later Tang Poetry Style School” are Jia
Dao and Yao He, On the contrary, the great master of “Initiating Song
Poetry Style School” is Han Yu.

121



Section Two  The Poetry Style of Zhao Bian is Likely to
Belong
to the “Initiating Song Poetry Style School”.

First, Birth and Death

Zhao Bian was born in 1008.D.C, and dead in 1084.D.C. helives
chiefly in the middle of Northern Song Dynasty, so from the aspect of
his birth and death, Zhao Bian is likely to belong to the “Initiating
Song Poetry Style School” instead of the “Later Tang Poetry Style
School”.

Second, Political Attitude

Zhao Bian, in part, supports Ou Yangxiao's proposal-“ Movement
of Reforming Poetry and Prose”. So from the aspect of his political
attitude, Zhao Bian islikely to belong to “Initiating Song Poetry Style
School” instead of the “Later Tang Poetry Style School”.

Third, Poetry Style

The feelings concerning society, such as Confucian taking part in
social affairs, are expressed strongly in the strong realistic content of
Zhao Bian’'s poetry. In art, Zhao Bian excels in a lengthy extended
form of ancient poetry, “Writes Poetry as Prose”. So from the aspect
of his poetry style, Zhao Bian is likely to belong to the “Initiating
Song Poetry Style School” instead of the” Later Tang Poetry Style
School”.

Fourth, Great Master

The great master whom Zhao Bian more tends is Han Yu. So
from the aspect of his great master, Zhao Bian is likely to belong to
theInitiating Song Poetry Style School” instead of the “Later Tang
Poetry Style School”.
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Chapter Five  The Textual Research on the Poetry and Prose
Relating to Zhao Bian

This chapter comprising five sections researches the poetry
and prose relating to Zhao Bian textually.

Section One  The Textual Research on the Self-Notes of Zhao
Bian's Poetry and Prose
There are two mistakes in the All Poetry Collections of the
Song Dynasty- Zhao Bian's Poetry. Firstly, the time that Zhao Bian
governs from the Hang county to the Qing county is not identical in
two Zhao Bian's poems. Send to Xie Maoxian and Reply to Kong
Yangzhi, the Governor of the Yue County The former isright while the
latter is wrong; secondly, “Xin Zi” Should be corrected as “ Xin Hal”
in the title of the Zhao Bian's poem, Thoughts on Moon in the Qing
County inthe Xin Zi Year.

There are two mistakes in the ALL Prose Collections of the Song
Dynasty- Zhao Bian’'s Prose .Firstly, “the Third Year of Jia You”
should be corrected as “the Second Year of Jia'You” in the self note of
Zhao Bian’'s prose, Memorial on Thanking Emperor as Taking Office
in Mu County; secondly, “the Sixth Year of Jia You” should be
corrected as “the Second Year of Jia You” or “the Third Year of Ja
You” in the self-note of Zhao Bian's prose, Memorial on
Recommending Dong Zhao, a Saff in the Mu County.

Section Two The Textual Research on “Gao Zhai Cottage’ in a
Poem of Su Shi, “Zhao Yue dao’s Gao Zhai Cottage’

Both Shi Yuanzhi and Wan Wenhao think that “ Go Zhai Cottage”
was constructed after Zhao Bian's retirement (1079) when they note a
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poem of Su Shi, Zhao Yuedao’'s Gao Zhai Cottage. However, the
poem of Zhao Bian, Visiting Home and Ascending Gao Zhai Cottage
as Governing Qian County, can demonstrate that “Gao Zhai Cottage”
had been constructed before Zhao Bian’s retirement (1079).

Section Three The Textual Research on a Poem of Zhou Dunyi

There is a mistake in the poem of Zhou Dun Yin, See Zhao Bian
off, the Governor of the Qian County, at the Xiang Cheng Temple” . It
Is not in the" Xiang Cheng Temple” but in the “Xiang Lin Temple’
where Zhou Dun Yi sees Zhao Bian off. Because the “Xiang Cheng
Temple’ is located in the Xin Jian county While the “Xiang Lin
Temple” is located in the Wan An county. Moreover, the same poem
is titled as See Zhao Pure Dedication( ) off at Xiang Lin Temple
in the S Ku encyclopedia. But Zhao Bian has been dead before Zhou
Dunyi, so the calling is also another mistake.

Section Four The Textual Research on Six Poems Titles of
Zeng Gong

In The All Poetry Collections of the Song Dynasty- Zeng
Gong' s Poetry, there are six mistakes in six poems's titles of Zeng
Gong relating to Zhao Bian. The first one and the second one are It
Rains Cats and Dogs in the Surroundings of Yu Hang County when
Zhao Yuedao Arrives in a Long Dry Climate. The name of a shop of
Zhao Bian is not “ Yue dao( )” but *Yue dao( )”. Thethird one
is Send to Zhao Gongbao with a Poem. The fourth one and the fifth
one is Reply to Zhao Gongbao in Retirement with Two Poems. The
sixth one is Reply to Zhao Gongbao, Goodbye, Hang County, with a

Poem. It is not “Gong bao( )” but  “Shao bao( )” that Zhao
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Bain' officia rank

Section Five The Textual Research on “Dou Cheng County ” in
a Ci Poem of Zhang Xian, Send to Zhao Yuedao in Dou Cheng
County with a Ci Poem

In The All Ci Poetry Collections of the Song Dynasty- Zhang
Xian' s Ci Poetry , there is a Ci Poem of Zhang Xian, Qing Yuang
Chun  atune to which ci poems are composed - Send to Zhao
Yuedao Governing Dou Cheng County.

It is not “Dou Cheng County " but “Cheng Dou County ”that
Zhao Yuedao Governs.

Epilogue

The writer has studied the content and art of Zhao Bian's
poetry to the best of his ability, and has studied the poetry school of
Zhao Bian rationally on this basis. Moreover, has gleaned and puts it
in order that the relevant materials on Zhao Bian by index, and has
done some textual researches.

However, the writer has not a broaden horizon involving in
some macroscopic knowledge. It remains to be improved increasingly
during the study and the research in further.
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